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The vertuous is Lidy Aunt, 
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| Grace and Peace be multiplyed 
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dane 3 


He ſ week taſte 7 bave had f 
we your Ladyſhips love to the 

bs b-5* things hath encouraged 
mee \ humbly to preſent this 


Friel have found true , That the moſt 
promiſing contents of thes life , are 
ranity and vexation of Spirit, Our 
[miſe and mercifull Father doth uſually 
thus imb1tter the / weetes$b things of ho 


little trafh unto you, W hat Salomon 
Praks (Fom expertence , that you upon | 
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The Epilile Dedicatory, 

world to.ur . that wee may the mere cor- 
| dially reliſh , and fervently ſecke after||l 
|rhat full ſatisfying , and everlaſting||[n 
ſweetneſſe and comfort which is in Com-|| 

mawion with CHRIST our heavenly buf. 
band, in whom all fulneſſe of corſolatimy 
\dwels, 4 drop of this tranſcendent fulneſſe||1y 


your Ladyſhip(7 bope ) ſhalt find diftulledſ\(y 
into your ſoul, by beige bo little work\ 
719 com? to your hands ,w < ltke Aqua-l|\6; 
vitz, ſhall cheers and revive your ſad 
ſperit, when ready to faint, Famting per-\| 
ſons; carry lutle. bottles of reviving li-| 
quids, alwayer about then 3y,1f your La- | 
dyſbip ſbatF think fit, to make this little 
trabt your pocket-Companzon,ard peruſe j 
| [utle of ..it Pull., when Jou. feele ſoule-| 

| ovalmes to {e12;e,upon you ; you ſhall fondl- 
© Ftru$t) thraugh, the. bleſſing of Chriſt, 
| Nt caſe and romp or 14 » ant b; ſpend and | 
| end*your aged dayes, in mare true ſolace 
; of: heart, than yet" you have dane your pri-f 
| ft dayes of flaurifhing youth; The ace 
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| The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


lampliſhing of this , is the fincere and| 
ply ayme of your much obliged Nephew, 
lin this his firſt offering to publike view. 
Which ſemple ame , to the Lord may 
l| actouſly anſ) wer to your Ladyſhips com- 
| fort here , and eternall happineſse hereaf- 
er, 7 ſhall ftill continue my pras” p 
(though here F end my Epmfile) that t:.. | \ 
JL d will fell attend this my foore On | 
zpour with bis rich bleſfſmg to all 1.- | 


| 
partakers thereof, and wn ſpectall to | | 


Tou, | 


\ 


Your much obliged Neph  : | 
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Chriflian Reader. 


SZ Ommunion with Cunrst, 
214 bce is our bappinefle in this 
world and 1n the world.to 
* come : that which makes & 
Ne $- very fiveet thing ſweet, and 
Ws every {weet thing {weeter. 
With this "xi ſubje& is this little Tra® 
now come tothy hand, taken up. Poore fal 


orher ; and when the thing is given which 


{he I6nged for, yet bis Souls is as farre from 


len man is ftull complaining of one want orif 


: | content, as before ; 3 like to a Child that cries] 
{4 for this and that, and yet when hee hatl 


q what.he cryed for, continues crying {till,| 
L and cannot tell well whit hee would have. 

All our want 1s this, the want of Commu} 
nion with Chriſt : this is the cauſe of allf 


complaints ; the infelicity of the ſoul, the 


[tore complaines of twenty chings , twenty 


| 1 


| but poor blind man{ ſees it not., and there* 


, Miles a this ſide his difeaſe ; and ſo ſpe nds 


hw 


looſe 
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I ſunz of Mans miſcry , here and bercafterzl 
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"wes in labour and ſorrow, G6. yet | 
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To the Reader. 


looſes happineſſe , both here and hereafter 


| 100, A full fruition of Chriſt, is full feli-/ 


citie : a full fruition of any thino below 


| Chriſt, without Chriſt, 1s but vanity and 


yexation of ſpirit. The more then, O fal- 
[len Man, thou canſt get into communion 
Iwith thy God, the more will thy great. 
[lofle be repaired, thy complaining ſoul ſa- 
tified, and thy tranquilitic ſerled upon 
thee a92ine. Hunt not tren after Riches, 


honours, pleaſures, and ſuch like low de- 
[lights of the ſonnes of men with this de-! 


luded miſtaken world, which lics in wic- 


How precious are thy thoughts unto m2, O 


GOD, bow great is the ſumme of them , If 


7 ſbeuld count them , they are more 12 um- 


h then the ſand : when 3 am awake I am 
(e1 with thee, Pſal. 124.17, 18, 
This is heaven upon carth ; and that 


true Nobilitie and Honour , which wee 
ſhould be ambitions after ; 'to loſe our! 


[{pirits in God. What an unſpeakab! c fe- 
Jcitie 15 it, to bee Bill with God 1n our 


A 4 though ts 


[kedneſſe ; for felicitie is not in theſe : but 
{ſtudy and ſtrive after a'neerer communion 
; «74 Chriſt : The next way to get moſt 11 
with him, is the ſpeedy way unto all hap- 
|pineſle : ſo much as thou canſt get of bis 
company, ſo muchiazt thou in heaven. 
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all tne Waves of Go1 blametcdkt : ti1% v1y &| 


{ in thy prayers | 4 
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To the R eader, 
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and makes it a companton *to the King of 
K1ngs : ta1s gives evenneſie and tcadineſſs 
to 2 mans courſe - and makes him walk in 


- | | 
tranlcendant Peace and tranquility _ 2 


{mans ſpirit, and makes bim unmovcable} | 


4ir the midſt of fearts : This v1ves Pread if 
famine; drinke,in drongbr ; peace,in wartey 

health, in ſickne({ ; lite, :ndeath. Devote 
thy ſolf tnerctore to C: ogy trat Þe may | | 
Fr evi bimfelt ro thee : And as 4 poore; 
medium Of Communion, m ks e uſe (1t thou 
pleaſe ) of this enſuns Treatiſ. If thou 
get any good , give olory to GOD ; and 
make the poore Perm? 11» 2 Conltant ſharer 
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Thine ;n Chriſt, 


Theopbalus Philantropis, 
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handled in this 
TraQ. 
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The principall heads 


| 


| ' big the Charch Militant of Chrift , ſhall not | 

be left comfortleſſe, becanje Chriſ# will come , 
fa come to hey. Page,s5- | 
That C brift doth come to his Church «3H Hit ant, | : 


'7 
Fow Chriit doth comc to his Church FIT AI 
fo comfort her 17 All conditions. P- I 2s 
When Chrsſt Gore to h:; i; j conſolate ' hurch, as 
a comforter, P-27,0c. 
hy Chrift will come to hisChurch wpoz earth,as 
acomforter, p.31, ©. 
Wick:d men ſhali live and die comfort; ſe, bee 
eaſe Chriit as a comforter will never come to | 


them, P. 35, Cc. 
Lay 2bter is one thing , and ſpirituall conſolation | 
another, P+37 | 
How Chrift doth come to the wiched in this 
| life, P+39 
J| Chrift will come to the wicked , wit: ver in proſ- 
Peritie nor in adwverſitte, as acemforter, P+40- CC 
How wicked men may 72: Chrift & « comforter to | 
ere to ther, P-43-&c| | 
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| .” _ inftruttions to ſtrong Men, #14 to babes in | 
Cbrift, © g p-41.] 
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Straug men in Chriſt, that ſay Chriſt ata comer. 
ter is come to them ſhould makg it ſure tothemſelver 
that they are not deluded, p.46 

The great need of this, ib. 

How 4 man may know that it is Chriſt indeed and 
#0 ſpirit of deluſion , which ts come to him with con- 
ſolation. 4 | | p.48. 
' Strong men in Chriſt, after they have made it Jo 
to themſelves that the true comforter ix come tothem, 
ſhould ſe walks that they may ever enjoy his ſweet 
Campany, + _ 
| How Chriftians may ſo walk as to enjoy Chriſt #1 
1 4 comforter continuaky, "© P-54 
| B8abes in Chriſt which never found Chriſt a: a 
comforter come to them , ſhauld beleeve that Chriſt 
will come to them, P.61, 


a comforter, anſwered, p.62 
' Babes in Chriſt that never fownd Chrift as a com- 


| rhus come to them, + 64 


fouls to wait patiently, till C 
fo bim, '( ©: 


iff as a comforter come 
ts: .p.65 
 ' Babes in Chriſt, which never yet fone Chriſta a 


cames with comfort to the ſoule, and not put him off, 
50h . | p74 | P.72 
Babes in Chriſt, which have ſownd Chriſt at 4 
ſhould labour to be ſenſible of their loſſt, p740e 
mn ,-. | ? _ 
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Their objections againſt Chriſt comming to them as! I| 


forter to come to them ſhonld patiently wait till Chriſt | 


* Severall conſiderations _y powerfull to wake the| 


Comfarter te come to them, ſhould obſerve howChrif | | 


comforter to came to them, but now have loſt bimy | ? 
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I Such ſhould not blame Cbriit for departimg As 4 


porter from them. Pag.77.&c. 


2 Tim, 4, Verſe 22, 


| The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with 
** thy ſpirit, 


\ To have the Lord leſus Chrift with our ſpirits, 
k 4 prize and principal bleſſing, | 
| There us a double preſence af Chrift with man cor- 
jorall and ſpirituall , jointly, or meerely ſpiritwall, 

, ES a p.34, &c. 


| The ſpirituall preſence of Chriit with man #pon 
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My 
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$1 the way to all ſpiritual! good, 
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earth, is commune or ſpecial, 


* 

by 
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| MNot to have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with onr ſji- 
1 rits ws 4 great evid, | 


p.85 of 
To have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with aux ſpirits, 
the ready way to all temporal good, p.87, 
* Objettions tothe comrary anſwered, y.,83,0c 
- Ta have Chrift [pecially preſent with our Hors 

91,07, 
' 'To have Chriſt after aſpeciall A 0. with car 
ſpirits is the ready way to eternal good, p.95 


P-97- 
, Wherein this grand evill deth principally conſult , 
P.99,7c | 


| How to know whether Chrift be ſpecially preſent } 
Hy with our [| | ; 
'' 


[ [pirits 


ts, I12, Cc. 
How to get Chri#t rg be ſpecially preſent with our 
a * * " ,PeI12,0%, 


p,33 | 


| 


eanes how ſuch babes in Chriff, may get their | 
terto retwrue again to them, pa«7g.0e, 
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| 
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| Stroug men in Chriſt, that ſay Chriſt as a comfar.| | 


| How Chriſtians may ſo walk as to enjoy Chriſt 1 
| a comforter continually, — 4 


| chus come to them, + .6 
Severall conſiderations very powerfull to make the|- 


44 uw 
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[efull inftruCtions to ſtrong men, ard to babet is 


ter is come ro them ſhould makg it ſure tothemſelver 
that they are not deluded, p.46 
The preat need of this, P.ih, 


How 4 man may know that it is Chriſt indeed and 
#0 ſpirit of deluſron , which is come to him with con- 
ſolation. P 48. 
' Strong men in Chriſt, after they have made it ſure 
to themſelves that the true comforter is come tothem, 
ſhould ſo walke that they may ever enjoy his ſweet 
Company, P53) 


P-5 
Babes in Chriſs which never found Chriſt as a 
comforter come to them , ſhould beleeve that Chriſt 


will come to them, : | P.61, 
Their objettions againſt Chriſt comwing to them as 
4 comforter, anſwered, 62 


P 
Babes in Chriſt that never found Chriſt as a com- 


foule to wait patiently, till Chriff as a comforter come 
to him, © Ns erg | - p-G5 
| Babes in Chriſt, which never yet found Chriſt a1 4 
eomfartor te come to them, ſhould obſerve howChriſt 
comes with comfort to the ſoule, and not put him off, 
| | 


comforter to come to them, but now have loſt him, 


ſhould labour to be ſenſible of their leſſe, Ar 
| Wo | Sue 


forter to come to them ſhould patiently wait tillChriſt | 


P+7 
Babes in Chriſt, which have fonnd Chriſt at a| 
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ſpirits # the ready way to eternal £006, P.95 


| rits 35 4 great evil, 


c ws 
©, ” Saves eh cm. Pr I > ; 


——_— 


* —— Tc 


T bis Contents. 


i eMeanes how ſuch babes in Chrift, may get thei | 
|wforter to YEFHYne again to them, Pa. 79.07, 
y 


2 Tim, 4. Verſe 22, 


ht 


| 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with | 
| thy ſpirit, 


To have the Lord leſus Chrift with our ſpirits, 

# Apriwe and princizall bleſſing, p,33 
There us a double preſence af Chriſt with man cor- 
jorall and ſpirituall , jointly, or merely ſpiritzall, 
' | p.54, Cc. 

The ſpiritual preſence of Chriit with man #porn 
earth, is commune or ſpeciall, p.S5 Cc. 
"To have Chriſt ſpecially preſent with owy ſpirits, 
i the ready way to all termmporall good, p.87, 
' Objettions tothe comrary anſwered, p.83,0c 
To have Chrift /pecially preſent with our frerits, 
# the way to all ſpiritwall good, P.91,0, 
To have Chriſt after aſpeciall manner with car 


Not to bave E briſt ſpecially preſent with nr ſpt- | 
P-97- 
Wherein this grand evill 48th principally conſult, 


99.0 | 


1 with our ſpirits, P.112, Cc. 
How tn get Chris? {; be ſrecially preſent with our 
ſpirits SRL oes P-112,7c, 
| Hen ! 


How to know whether Chriff be ſpecially preſent 


| 
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| | | Such ſhowl!d not blame Cbrii# for departing pp | 
;| | amforter from them. "Wu. "45g 


E. 


_- 


The Contents. 


their Spirits, ſhenld thanke fully acknowledge this 


| great favour, pag-I15.&. | | 


Such ſhould labour to keepe Chrift, with their 
ſpirits. P.I18, 
According to what operations, 4 man may loſe the 


| preſence of Christ. Pag-I19., | 


Ghriftians ſhould labour to get Chrift as much 


| preſent with their Spirits as may be © and haw this 


may be done« Pag-I21,122, 

Comfart ag 4inft the Sword, Plague, Famine,Per- 
ſecation, and the like, ariſeth to them which have 
Chrift ſpeaially preſent with rherr Spirits, page, 
woe 2nd. oh | I 25.126. 


eYen that find Chriit ſpecially preſent = | : 


COMMYNION 
WITH 


His Church Militant, 


tk. —_— 
[ 75 a. w—_ 
| 


| | 


Jonn 14. verl. 18. 
] will not leave you comfortleſſe 5 1 will come | 
to 191, 


@2 Hzrsr and his Church are deare 
> + each to cther : The truth of thus 15 
at large manifeſt 1n this Chapter- 
OS, Chritt as a heavenly Husband,be- 
b: # 11g ttleave hisearrchly Spouſe; tO 
an wit, his Charch Milicant;, and tO 
[he with his Father ar his right hand'iin olory,with 


THis Church Triumphant ; endevoureth with'vari- 


$lous verſes of this Chapter. ro comfort che ſad ſpiric 
/Yjof his Beloved Spouſe, which hee perceived was 


much dejected. The verſe which I have choſen ro } 


hi on, is on? of them : F will nat leave you conj- 


4 a 


repeat this: verſe: agaiue. Thoa; O'my Love, my 
Dove, my faire One, art ſad 1 ſee, and diſeoiſolate 
« my departure ! As 4 Lillj in the valley ; nay, as 4 


CHRIST'S 


fortleſſe, I will come to you. In more words ler me | 


Y TT” 
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Lilly 
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CunisTt's Communion with 


Lily ( indeed ) among thornes 1 ſhall leave thee: the \,, 
Prince af darkneſſe awelling us the children of dark. |; 
= [neſſe, will endeavorr to devonre thee; Sons of Belial | Na 
| will beſer thee , perſecure and torment thee , authey | 
have done me before thee:but be not at this diſmayed 
O faireſt of women ! dejelted,as one without all con. 
ſolation : ' [ will zot leave thee comfortleſſe, I will 
come to thee. . _ | 

What difference 1s there between a priſon-houſe |: 
and mine own houſe if ſweet friends continvally |} 
come to me there ? 'Tis a priſon and no better we |] 
abide in, whiift we dwell in the body : fetter'd we 
are with many luſts. and groane we do, under the 
ty-anny and oppreflion ota body of death ; and 
O ! wretched men that we are , dwelling in theſe 
dungeons of clay if no friend from Heaven come 
tous? *Tis trve, O my Spouſe, what thou ſayel! ; 
and therefore that chy dwelling in the body may 
not be comfortleſſe I wi:l cometo thee. I will not 
leave thee comfortleſſe, 1 will come. + 


i. 


= 


The body is a priſon to the ſoule,and the world | 
154 hell ro both. The God of this world isa De-| || 
vill, and the ch1!d-en of this world Devils, tothe 
Spouſe of Chrifl, The father rorments. her ſpirit ; 
and the children torment her fleſh: neither in body 
nor ſoule, whileſt in this world. canthe Spouſe of 
Chriſt be quier. © Wee that are thus in hell u2on. 
earth , ſhall quickly be comforrleiſe, ifno friend 
from Heaven come to us. Tra- oh my Spouſe : but | 
tO prevent this, 1 w'll came to thee. From Heavento| 
Earth (indeed) is along journey ; bur yer thisT'le | 
not ſtand on ; rather than thou ſhalt be left com- | 
forrleſſe, in any condition upon earth, I will from | | 
Heaven come to thee. Ler it be what enriug [] 

| ana} Þ: 
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his Church Militant. . be 


— 


Jand be at mid-night thou need's me , I will come 

prhee ; 1 will xot leave you comfortleſſe, I will 
femme to your. | | 
f Affiiction hath made many friends vpon eatth f 
| flake me,O my Saviour ! wilt not thou my hea- | 
# | fienly friend ſo ſerve me? Whar ifthe Divell cal 
{1| Fme into priſon? wilt thou come to me there? wilt | 
| {thou v1fir me when I Lie in a naſty roome amoneſt 
e|-[maſty wretches, that curſe and fiveate, which tho 
Y |. Sanſt not endure to heare ? Yea, 6 fairefl of wo- 
el men'rather than thou ſhalt be comfortleſſe in ſuch } 
ef [acondition ; I #/l come ro thee: 
: 

| 


Thou wilr come to me, 6 my Saviour,one day ; 
but what if the Devill keepe me iti ſuch a priſon | 
tey dayes? a long time ? till the. irgz exter into my | 
ſeule ? Wilt chou not wax weary at lalt, and leave 
comming to me ? No my I ove, Iam reſolved to 
the contrary. [ 1 will not | lrave thee corpfortleſſe 
[ [ will ) come to thee. | 
[J} Why,burt what if Satan winnow me as wheat, | 
{land caft me inro fin, which is more odiou tothee 
[than any Priſon, than any pl-ce , or any thing : 
wilt thou not then ſhake mee oft for ever ard ne- 
rer come co me more ? This. © fairelt of women: 
may make me ceaſe comming to thee for 4 299- 
mext ; but no longer : for T amreſoly.d fatto 
[leave] thee comfortleſſe inany conc itien either 
of ſin or puniſhment. 7 will not | leave | thee com- 
fortleſſe[' 1 will | come to thee. | 
My Text, you ſee, is Chriſt conjugall prowite j 
(to his Spouſe, ofall kinineiſe, during the rime of 

his perſonall abſence. The matter of this promiſe | 
{is conſoletorie ; the forme according to which onr 
{Saviour cxpreſſerh this conſo.atorie language : - | 
iO | | r 
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CuRisT's Communion with 


firl negatlye ; 1 will not leave you comfortleſ. Se. | 
condly, "afhrmative ; I will come to you. Theſe li. 
rer words couraine the reaſon of what is deli; cre] 
| inthe former. We cannot be comforrl> -C;| becauſe, 
Chriſt {ill comes to us. And rus taking re 
words ; you may read them thus, viz. / will xg 
leaue you comfortleſſe | tor | I will come to yew. Ne 
condition can be comtortlets, it-Chrilt corae to ns, 
T will not leave you comfortleſſe. L* u*< 2 $409 V1448 
o02v04, 1 will nat leave you fatherlefſe and mother. 
lefſe, I will not leave you Orphans, ſaith the Octg1- 
nall, —_—_—_ 4. the word comes from, that 1; 
heretranfate comfortleſſe which ſinifies, t9 bee | 
madefacheriefſeand morierlefſe;which becauſeir 
is uſually a con itton ver T5 comfortleſle ; : therefore 
isthe wordrhus rendeed, i; mep2ug com; Prtleſſe. Thus | 
{th= children of Chrifl hall nor be le. T hey.are no 
 Orphazs, whichhave Chet for cheir Farner, They 
are never totally bereſt of all comfort , to whom 
Chriſt comes : and thus hee will Gill doe to his 
| Church Militant. Chrilt will never leave coming 
from Heaven to earth , althoug! ic be.a very long 
journey , as long as he hath any one child upon 
earth. [ will not leave you comfortleſſe. 

I will come to you, | iy ou mp)59.49 6 1 retiurine t9 
you . faiththe Originall ; ſpoken inthe Preſent | 
Tenſe, and not 1n the Future, [ [will | yeturneto} 

08.25 WE haye it tranſlated. Ac ct diceret Chriſiu 
( faith on? ) ſe licet nonduw profetum, jam eſſe in 
Irediru; As it 'Chrift hal aid, although I am not 
EG g92n2 from you , yer am 1 returning CO YOU. 
IChrifl cho'1gh nor actually in pe: con departed .yet 
[waz ready mipicit ro bepreſent with hizSpaule ro 


wy end of the vv orld- 


———_——— — 


his Charch Militant. 


to his Diſciples, was not for them onely,but for che 
| {comfort of all his people, to the end of the world. 
Ia his Diſciples he ſpake thus to all his children, 
that are or ever ſhall be upon the face of the earth. 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe,] will come to you. 
This comfortable doRrine,that I may fully and 
nethodically handle , I will lay open unto you 
theſe foure things : Firſt, that Chriſt doth come to 
his children upon earth. Secondly, how Chriſt doth 
come to his children upon earth. Thirdly , when 
Chriſt doth come co his children upon earth, Laſt- 
ly,why Chriſt will cake ſo much pains,as to come 
ltohis children on earch ? I begin with the firſt of 
theſe, ro wit, that Chriſt doth come to bis Church 
andchildren upon earth. The truth of this is evi- 


—_ 
————_—_ 


vodly mans experience. 

Our Saviour,not onely in my Text, but in many 
other ptaces promiſed ro come to his Church Mili- 
| JJant, and therefore ſurely he doth come to his peo- 


Ike will faichfully perform to a tircle : for faithfull 


\1}s be that hath promiſed, faith the Apolile. Go there 


| 


Thos having paraphraſtically gone oyer theſe | 
- [jords, I will pur the plain meaning of them into 
his Theſis in Divinity, T hat the Church of (hriſt | 
1] [Militant (hall not be left comfortleſſe , becauſe | 
1 | [CbriF will come to her!) thus, no child of ( hri 
'& | yon earth ſhall be left comfortleſſe,for (hrift will 
” | lame to bem, What Chriſt ſpake at his departure 


dec by our Saviours own language, and by each | 


| ple on earth:for Chriſt is God, and God cannot lies | 
| J|nor repent, What Chriſt hath ſaid he wi'l do,that | 


fore and teath all nation?,&c.teaching them to 0b- | 

ſerve all things whatſoever 1 have commanded 

; and lo 1 am with you alwayts,even to the end., 
B 6 
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 ſhews plainly , that Chriſt doth come to his chil- 


' dren upon earth;and rhat he will do this tothe end| | 
\ ofthe world, For Miniſters (of all men) to walk 


x 


' 


txirhfully in their places, reaching their flock to 


| obſerve |all] things that Chriſt hath given them 


| 


in charge, will colt them hot water : eſpecially li- 


not be diſheartened, he aſſures them of his compa- 
ny unto the laſt,to ſupport and comfort them, Lo 1 
am with you to the end of the world, Chriſt by this 
phraſe of ſpeech doth hint to us,that what he thus 
(pake ſhould reach further then unto thoſe to 


and people to tHe end of the world, that ſhall faith- 


nour. 

I might here tell you, that not onely Chriſts 
word , but alſo Chrifts name ſets forth the truth of 
this, that Chriſt is with his Church Milicant, and 
ſo conſequently, that he doth come to her, He was 
called Emmanuel, which being interpreted , is God 
with us, Mat, 1, 23. Which name was not onely to 
note Chriſt , as then corporally preſent with his 
| Church , but to notre Chrift as one having atually 
 aflumed our nature , and foto be more glorioully 
| preſent with his Church to the end of the world, 
| then ever from the beginning after Adams fall. 
| Now as ſhe ſaid of her husband as his name ts. 0 
#& he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him: (0 
may the Spouſe ſpeak of her Husband Chriſt ; as 
' his name 1s. ſo is he, Emmanuel is his name, which 
| hgnities God with us,and fo indeed is Chriſt, Heis 


wo—_ ao 


ving in corrupt places; This our Saviour tenderly ; 
conſidered ; and therefore that his Diſciples might 


whom then he appeared ; namely, to all Miniſters| 


fully diſcharge their places and callings to his ho- | 


contl- | 


——— —Yy 


| 


i 


ed JJ 
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wy right hand, Though Chrift dwell in Heaven, | 


his Charch Militant, 


cominually with us, What David ſaid of himlelf, | 


in reſpet of Chrift, thar may we truly ſay of 


Chriſt, in reſpet of us. Nevertheleſſe (laich he). 
law continually with thee;thou haſt holden me jo 


and we on earth ; yer nevertheleſſe he 1s continual. ! 


_ 


er eee in 
—— 


lycoming to us, and abiding wich us. 
The godly have,and do find the cruch ofthis by | 
bleſſed experience,which is che ſecond thing ; and | 
that which I rather infiſt on for the confirmation | 
of the truth in hand :; becauſe againſt experience | 
there is no diſputation, Peter found the truth of 
this, that Chriſt comes to his children upon earth, * 
that their condition may not be comtfortleſſe, 
Hired caſt Peter into prifoti,and thought to have | 
made him comfortlefle ; but Chriſt came to him, 


| is you may ſee, And behold (faith the Text) the 


Mngel of the Lord came upon him , aud a light 
fined in the priſon;and he ſmote Peter onthe fide, 
ad raiſed him up, ſaying, Ariſe up quickly,and his 
thains fell off from his hand. The Jews by a ftorm 
of Rones thoughe to have madeSreven comforrleſle, 
but Chriſts coming to him prevented ir, Chriſt ſo 
floriouſly came to kim in that deadly ſtorm, that 
he found more comfor:t(T believe) then ever he did. 
before in his life: for he looked up ftedfaſtly into 
Heaven , and ſaw the glory of God, and Jeſus 
ftarding at the right hand of God: he ſaw the 
Heavens opened ready to receive him, which tran(- | 
ſcendently revived him - which glorious yifion he 
could never have ſeen, had not Chrilt come to him, | 
[Paul likewiſe found the truth ofchis point, when | 
he had left Athens, and came to preach to the | 


__—_— Coriath, He was very fearfull, what 
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to him in 2 viſion, as we may reade. They ſpake 
the Lord to Paul by night in a viſien, Be not afraid, 
but ſpeak, and hold not thy peace ; for I ammith 
thee, and 16 man ſhall ſet on thee ts hurt thee, for 
I have much people in this city, Thus at another 
time Chriſt came to Paul, that he might not beleft 
comfortlefſe, when he was pleading his cauſe be- 
fore Ananias,and like to be pulled in pieces. 4ud 
the night following(aith the Text)the Lord ſtood 
by him,and ſaid; Be of good chear Paul,for asthou 
haſt teſtified of me in Frruſalew, ſo mufl thox alſo 
bear witneſſe at Rome. Atanother time, At.23. 
11.Pant and Silas tegether had experience of this 
truth, that Chriſt comes to his Church Militant, 
As they were pouring our their ſoules rogether in 
prayer,Chriſt wonderfully came to them : he came 
in awEarthquake,and made the foundations of the 
priſon ſhake, and ſo opened all the priſon doore, 
and looſed every priſoners bonds. Comfortable was 
Chriſts coming to Paul and Silas, bur terrible to 
the Jaylour ; for he ſeeing in what manner Chriſt 
broke in and reſcued his ſeryants, would haye kil- 
led himſelf; bur Chriſt came graciouſly to his foul 
alſo, and reſcued it out of the hands of the Divel. 
Happy was it for this man, that Chriſt did finiſh 
two works in one journey ; to wit, cometo Paul 
and S;/as, and deliver their bodies out of priſon, 
and withall cometo their Jaylour, and deliver his 
| ſoul our of priſon too. In an Earthquake Chriſt 

came both to Priſoners and Jaylour - for the Jay- 


| 


| ſucceſſe he ſhould find in his Miniftery amongſt | 
the barbarous Gentiles, Now our tender Sayiour, | ' 
that Paul might not be eyerborn with fear, and| 
ade heartlefle and comfortlefſe , graciouſly comes |' 


—_— 


lour, 


 |a man indeſpair , a»d fel! down, faith the Text, 
| [before Paul and Silas, Tris no matter how Chrift 
| \cofne to us, ſo he comfort us before he leave 


| dicions of mankind are two , proſperity and 4d- 


L— 


bis Church UM ilitant. 


lour came trembling to the priſoners of hope, as 


Thus I have ſhewed to you, thac Chriſt dothYome 
to bis Church Milicant, - 

The ſecond thing that T am to ſhew you forthe 
opening of the point, is, how Chrift doth come to 
bis Church Militant, To this I will anſwer, Firſt, 
more generally.and briefly : Secondly,more parti- 
cularly and fully. More generally and briefly I an- 
ſwer thus : Chriſts viſits his Church Militant , as 
David viſited and comforted Hanun,to wit,medi- 
aely by his ſpirit, as David did mediately by his 
ſervants. And 7 will pray the Father, and he ſhall 
give you another comforter that he may abide 
with you for ever; even the [ Spirit of truth, ] &c. 
Joh. 14. 16,17: Peter found the truth of this, that 
Chriſt by his Spirit comes now to his Church Mi- 
litant,/hile Peter thought on the viſion, [the Spi- 
rit] ſaid unto him, behold three men ſeek thee. 
Bur in the ſecond place, that I may more parti- 
cularly and fully anſwer to this queſtion :; ro wit, 
how Chriſt doth come to his Church Milicant, to 
comfort her in all conditions , I will lay before 
you the generall conditions of mankind , and 
ſhew you how Chriſt by his Spirit, as a Comfor- 
ter , comes to us in them. The generall con- 


verſity, 

Proſperity would ſoon bring the ſouls of Gods 
people to a comfortlefſe condition, did not Chriſt 
by his Spirit come to them. Saran that evil ſpi- 
rit is ſo buſie » coming to the children of God, 


14 
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| when in proſpericy, thar did not Chriſt alſo come 


«lefſe , the Lord knows. When Peter was warm 
ine High Priefts Hall, then the divel by adam-| | 


CE ns es ee ys 
ee 


to them by his almighty Spirit ro quench all his 
fiery darts , their ſouls would ſoon be comfort- 


: 


ſel came to him, and fo farre he prevailed on him, 
that had nor Chrift lookt back upon him, and by 
his Spirit come to him , he had been in a com- 
fortleſſe condition indeed, And thus would the, 
condition of good men now be, which are warm 
in their neſts with ourward things, did not Chriſt 
come to them; when the ſonnes of Ged be honou. 
rable,and great amongſt the ſonnes of men,as D«- 
vid, and Solomon, Jeb, Facob, and Abraham were; 
then thedivel in point of policy,though not out. of 
love, viſits them ofcen, and by ofcen coming to 
them then ,” draws their precious ſouls into many 
finnes,as pride, ambition, malice, ſen{ualry, and 
the like ; which like cankers quickly frer and eat 
out all divine conſolacion in the ſoul, and leave ir 
like the Prodigall, feeding upon husks ; ſolacing it 
ſelf wich no other joy and content, then what 


which you muſt needs fay , is of all comfortlefle 
conditions,the moſt and worſt comfortleſſe. Now 
that theſe may not be left in this comfortleſle ate, 
to periſh erernally,Chriſt by his Spirir thus comes 
tro them. Firſt in a ſweer ftill voyce behind chem, 
as the Prophet ſpeaks , ſaying , ſometimes in the 


ternall joy ; no, this is the way , O ſenſuall foul, 
walkin ir, 

This (till voice ſtrikes a damp in the merry 
ſenſuall ſoul of a Chriſtian,and makes his heart in 


the bare creature dipt in finne will afford the ſenſe;| | 


midſt of their ſeniualty » this is not the way toe- 


the 


his Charch Militant. Ry 
ponds of Yain laughter , ſad. IF this be not. 
reyalent enough ro turn him , but on agaln he | 


willin his finfull way ; then Chriſt comes with 
[a witneſle in thundring and lightning, to al 
[and ting the con ience, as he did to the IingMites 


to bring them to ſee their wickedneſle in chboling a 
King; untill Ged thundered and liphtcned f:om 
heaven fearfully, they laid nor co heart cher re- 
jecting God as their King, bur went on Rrongly 
and unaffectedly in their way. And juſt thus oft- 
[times it is with many- of the ſonnes of God in 
proſperity, the Rill voice of Chrilt [weetly lug- | 
oeſting , and mildly checking for finne, is nor 
| (ſtrong enough to ſtop and turn thera, uncill che 
Angel of the Covenant come down into the con- 
ſcience, and ſtand with a flaming ſword, threat- 
ning nothing bur Hell and Death, if they make 
on a ſtep further, they ſtop nor turn not ; which 
though nor Chriſts naturall carriage to his chil- 
(dren, yer he will in tender love deny himſ{clf chus 
farre, at to put on an affrightning vizzard upon | 
his ſiniling countenance, and come terribly, and | 
| [fave violently, by plucking his children out of the | 
fire , rather then he will leave any of his fo com- | 
fortleiſe,as to periſh remedilefe, Chriſt will ſpeak 

out and ſpeak plain, as he did ro David by Ny- | 
| thay,when a ill voice, and ſecret filent hints, 2n4 | 
becks will nor do, He will come and lay his} 
mouth to & mans ear and cry aloud, when he | 
perceives thar the pleaſu e or profic of fiane hath | 
made him very deaf; he will never leave cry:ng | 
and calling, ftriking and knocking, cill he hath | 
made the deaf foul hear , and humble himtelf 


with Peter and David; and then he puls off the | | 
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"SImyrrhe into his broken ſpirit + and fo is not left|h 


| 


| prick, diſtra@ and vex a man ; they rob bim of 


| volupruouſneſle, ſecurity, and ſo ſer them in the 


terrible Vi: zzard from his countenance, and looks 1 
upon the mourning penitent , With a countenanee||qoC 
like Lebanon , and his lips drop ſweet ſmelling||a 


cotfortlefle, according to Chrilts promiſe, 7 wil 
not legve.zou camfartleſſe, I will come to you, Int 
Bur ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not be bufie, com- 

ing to the ſonnes of God in proſperity ; yer 
would worldly proſperity be a comfortlefle condi- 
tion, ſhould not Chriſt by his ſpiric come to them, 
Riches and honours, together wich all other de- 
lights ofthe ſonnes of mien , they are as the white| | 
of an Egge, things without ſavour, unleſſe Chrilt | F{ 
come along with chem to us ; they tire and weary, 


his ſleep, and many times of his wits, nay of his|| 
recious life ; they drown mens ſouls in pride, 


next way tohell. This ſnare waits at every un- 

odly mans table, which makes proſperity cohim| | 
comfortleſſe, This ſnare, that ic may not catch the 
oodly , Chriſt comes to chem by his Spirir, and 
ſanQtifies proſperity by them : He teaches them 
how to abound; that is, how fo to uſe whe creature, 
as to enjoy ſervice and comfort from it , and to 
bring honour and glory by it. 

T he creature is empty of what it promiſeth, and 
entiſcing with what it hath : and this makes proſ- 
perity to every carnall man a comfortleſſe conditi- 
on. Now to take off both theie, Chriſt comes to his 
children which enjoy the creatuce, plenreouſ]y : he 
comes 1A the creature, and fo cures the emprineſle 


of ir;thar is, by kis bleſſing he makes it ſatisfiable 


and ccntentfull ro the enjoyer, which it is not - g | 
2 | elf: 


his Charch Militant. 


f; this is the peculiar gain that atrends the 
wdly: Chrift comes in the creature to them, and ſo 
ares the emprineſle of it, and purs ſuch a ſuperna- 
wall virtue and ſweetneſſe 1n it, that they ay 
rewith contented. And as Chriſt comes | in he 
Ircature to cure the emprineſſcatwplo hefomes 

zith ] che creature,to cure the entiſeing of ir. He 
1 by the creature lead the ſouls of his children 
the Creatour * by the ſiveer of the one, he lifts 
their ſouls to heaven , ro admire the ſweertneſſe 
ofthe ocher- ſo that, that which others are entiſed 
| beſotted with, and reſt in, that-they take wing 
fom to flee ro heaven, whence comes every good 
ud perfeRt gift, which is that indeed that makes 
noſperity a comfortable condition, which othec- 
wiſe is comforrleſſe enough, the Lord knows. 

Secondly , adverſity would be a comfortleſſe 
condition to the gudly, if Chriſt by his Spirit did 
zot come te chem: This I ſuppoſe none will deny ; 
| [For vo affliftion in it ſelf is comfortable or joyful, 
hut comfortleſſe , if Chriſt by his Spiric do not 
come to us. 'Corporall afflition is a comforcleſſe 
condition, unlefſe Chrift come to us, and be our 
Phyſician, Spiricuall affliftion is a more comfort- 
kfle condition, if Chriſt do not come to us. 

Here theſe ewo queſtions are neceſſary to be an- 
ſwered : Firſt, how doth Chriſt come to us in cor- 
rorall affliction? Secondly, how doth Chriſt come 
to us in ſpiricuall affliction ? 

To theſe queſtions both together I chus anſwer: 
Chriſt the Phyficiat of ſoul and body , comes to 

th-with comfort in one way ; and that is by 
helping the ſoul ro apply the promiſes of God, 
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{which are ſuicable to his diſtrefle. If a child of Go 
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| be ſad and ſorrowfull, becauſe of corporall afiil, 
on, Chrift comes to him by his Spirit , with wy 
comfortable language,/ ans allsſufficient Chriſty f 
his Spiric ſpreads abroad this Cardinall pronif 
Ore the ſad foul , and (ſhews him what a depiihn 
of miaxgy.isfalged up in it, There is a ſufficieag 
of wiſdome in me, to find out ways and means 
deliver thee, though neyer ſo low brought, Thad 
is likewiſe a ſufficiency of power , to proſe 
right means to accompliſh their right end, Nay 
there is a ſufficiency in me, to work about good fly 
thee, O ſad foul, without means. | 
There is a ſufficiency of affeRion and will, wh 
declare power and wiſdome, with every attribute 
elſe, for thy good, IF for all this application ati 
amplification of a generall promiſe, the ſoul flllf 
droop under ſome corporall calamity ; Chilth 
doth then in ſuch a ſoul,as Facobs ſons and daughs 
' ters did for him, They roſe wp (faith the Text) 4 
| comforted him, Gen. 37-25- So Chriſt by his Spi- 
rit,after a lively manner indeed, riſes up in ſuch 2], 
ſoul to comfort him : and now he leads this 
mourning Chriſtian to ſome particular promile; 
chat is, ſuch a promiſe as ſpeaks not of deliverancth 
in generall; but of deliverance in particular, out 
this er that kind of diſtrefſe, which he grones un-| 
der. As to giye you an inſtance ; ſuppoſe a Chri-| 
tian be ſad and take thought, as Chrſt (aich, Wh4] 
he (hall eat and what he ſhall drink,and wherewih-| 
all he ſhall be clothed : then the Comforter comes 
with this particular promiſe, which ſpeaks of dt- 
liverance out of this particular diftrefle. F irſt,ſeek 


the kingdom of God and his ri ghteouſneſſe,and al 


| 
| 
| 


theſe things ſhal be added unto you:takg thereforen 
"RF! thought 


hes ( barch Militant, 
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larbt for to morrow » for to morrow ſhall take 


Wight for the things of it ſelf. Marth. 6.33,34. IF 


[ty for all chis, the ſpiric of a Chriftian fill com- 
Min, as one fearing he ſhall want daily bread fo 
Min add his; then the Comforter comes, and 
Sades che foul co reſt quietly 
$f God, He ſpeaks now to the complaining Chri- 
en, as the Levites father in law did ro him, Com- 
' thy ſelf, 1 pray thee, with a marſell of bread, 
hdres 19. comfort thy ſelf, O mourning ſoul ! 
ray thee, witch this particular promiſe, which is 
ta mor{ell of that bread, which came down from 
Maven, one of the leaſt favours char Chriſt hach 


I'ts 


Kare : with this perſwaſive language dorly 


ileſwaded him to own his own mercy ? and fo 


tEkeeps his children in povertic, frem being com- | 


leſle. 

| As Chriſt in corporall afflitions comes to his 
Wldildren, and keeps them from being comforrleſſe; 
Fhblikewiſe he comes to them in fpirituall afMlicti- 
Jas, that they may not be left comfortlefſe, It a 


n 
&Hild of God be fad and forrowfull, becauſe of this 
"Þ that Rtrong temptation, the Comforter then 
- Joes ro him with this {weer lang!1age, ſy grace 
"I ſufficient for thee, Thou prayeft , and Satin 
#Irmprs thee; thou doelt faſt and pray, and yer Sa- 
"Jan and thy luſt are more violent upon thee; thou 
* Ieeſt all this with bicter tears , and Satan is the 
” {more bitterly bent againſt thee, and thou art foil' 
ery moment. By chis,O winnowed ſoul, Chrilt 
F would ſhew thee, that tho! wilc be comfortleſle, in 


[he midſt of all chy fore ſoul-lavour , unleſle he 


COMme 


| 
| 


red for thee,co wit, a right and intereſt in the 
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Whit follow the complaining ſoul, uncill he hath | 
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come to thee, This ſame (hall comfort us concerning 
the work, and toy! of our hands , ſaid Lamech of" 
Noah : fo may we ſay of Chriſt; chis fame muff 
comfort us concerning the labour and toyl of our 
| (62:1s with any rempration ; or elſe we ſhall b# 
| comf0rcieiie;tido-h we labour never ſo much, Ang" 
this Chrift doth and will do, / will not leave jo 
comfortleſſe, 1 will come to you. 
If a Chriſtian lie languiſhing, becauſe of Satan 
prevailing upon him by temptation, that he mayf® 
not be comfortleſſe in this condition,Chriſt by his 
Spirit comes to him, and ſhews him the fountanf* 
of his bloud , how deep it is, and how free ir is. 
How deep it is, that it will drown all finne; ſinnesf* 
after conyerſion, as well as before: finnes often re- 
peared,as well as finnes onely committed. And then} 
he ſhews the wounded foul, how free-this fountain 
is for any that hunger and thirſt for it , for am 
that are weary and beavy laden, 1, John 1.7. and 
defire to be eaſed by it ; and fo by degrees draws 
the wounded ſoul , to waſh his wounds in it by 
faith, and fo Chriſt heals and comforts him. As] 
the brethren of Ephraim comforted him, when he 
mourned becauſe the men of Gath had lain his 
ſonne, r. Chron, 7.22. So Chriſt comes to us, and 
comforts us , when the devil by his temprationsf 
hath almoſt ſlain our fouls , he like the good Sx} 
maritane,poures in oyl and wine into our wenandslf, 
and cures us, Though Satan paſſe by , and his|j 
limbs paſſe by, and leave us comforclefle in the 
day of wounds and bleeding, yer Chriſt cannot, ſo” 
tull of bowels is he, nor will not, ] will not leave, 
you comfortleſſe, &c, 
If a Chriſtian lie languiſhing, becauſe of ofcen | 
andp. 


Inn ny 


bis (burch Militam, 


"of frequent relapſes , after promiſes and purpoſes 
; « Winer; If this Chriſtian in che —_— of his 
nugkitic peak to every godly friend , as the Propher 
eto his, T herefore ſaid I, Look away from me,1\,; 
| bilweep bitterly,labour not to comfort me,beca 
Angfthe ſpoiling of the daughter o ai. 
nub 4+ Look away from me, O ye my Chriſtian 

tends, yea» and you, my faithfull Miniſter! for 1 
ill weep bitterly, labour net to comfort me, be- 
nay of the ſpoiling of my ſoul, by ſo eften finning 
hint yows and promiſes, favours and bleſſings: 
ainÞaciſt comes to this ſoul, and will not leave him 
i; umfortlefſe in this condition , ( though it be in- 
6; fed a Yery deſperate condition: )) The Comforter 
ce. ally takes this courſe , with this comfortleſſe 
en], to poure in ſome oyl into his deep wounds: 
ine reaſencth with him from the mercy of man to 
yp mercy of God, from a drop to the Ocean; and 
naſmay be faſtens upon his. own language once de- 
v5 ered to Peter. Peter came to our Saviour and 
by [#4 Lord, How oft ſhall my brother ſinne againit 
ic 4nd 1 forgive him ? till ſeven times ? Jeſms 
helldth unto him, I ſay not unto thee untill ſeven 
ines, but wntill ſeventy times ſeven, Matth. 18, 
d122.From this ſpeech the Comforter thus reaſon- 
if, wich this ſad and fore wounded foul , viz. If 
{Chriſt would have Peter, a finfull man , ſhew fo 
{, [much mercy to one, fo often effending bim; ſurely 
«((Chrift, a holy God , and infinite in love, is ready 
elſÞſhew much more compaſſion Himſelf ro thoſe 
pſt are penitent, though they have finned times 
{ichour number againſt him, Thus the Comforter 
Ilrades this deſperate Chriſtian, as a weak wound- 


|| man by the hand, from the mercy of man wo 
the 


4 
40s 


———. 
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| the mercy of God; and enables him this way,afterh;. 
ſome ſpace of time, to take in comfort : for Chrigf! 
is reſolved, he will not leave this Chriſtian com. 
=**&Ortlefſe. Chriſt will never leave coming to this; 
Tnrilefle ſoul, with this yu of his to Peter, |, 
and oof raurelas Chriſt is well furniſh-F;, 
ed for a Comforter)untill he hath brovehr him to 
| drink willingly (for Chriſt forceth no Phyſick up. 
on aty Patient) of the cup of conſolation more orf. 
lefle ; and the longer fick-ſouls turn away their 
heads from this cup ; the more (many times) he|, 
perſwades them to drink at laſt. 
| Tf Chriſt rentanii pratid , for trialls ſake, hidek, 
himſelf from a Chtiſtian, and fo ſer him a mourn- | 
| ing; I ſhall ſhew you by and by, how he comes to|| 
him, This is a condicion(rhough of all deſerted con-| 
ditions the beſt )which will make a Chriſtian heart |; 
comforcleſſe indeed. Thox didſt hide thy face and|} 
1 was troubled, Pal. 30. 7. Gods hiding his face, 
though bur for trialls ſake, will ſo trouble a Chri- 
tian, that he will quickly be a burden to himſelf, |þ 
| and fear round about, as it is ſaid of Pa$ny, It will 
| make him weary of the night, and weary of the 
day; weary of his awn-houſe, and weary of Gods|f, 
houſe ; weary of mirth, and account it madnefle; 
weary of riches, honours. yea life ic ſelf, and with] 
for death, O that I might have my requeſt , and|| 
| that God would grant me the thing that [ long|h 
for, even that it would pleaſe God to deſtroy me, 
that he would let his band looſe and cut me off; 
| then ſhould I yet have comfort : then ſhould I ſee[] 
the face of God, which 1 long like Aſoſes to ice; 
men would he lift up the light of his Joving coun- 
| £enance, and cauſe his face to ſhine gloriouſ!pi1pon 
j MF] 
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llindneſſe will I have mercy en thee. Thy dulnefle 


his ( burch Militant, 


, whereas now 1 walk in the yalley and ſha. 
w of death; dark dayes are all that go over m 

ad; the glorious Sonne of righteoutnetle ſhines 
« upon my ſoul from morning to night. To 


is fad foul thus bemoaning himlelf for wanr 


$beloved, Chriſt his well beloved th 
comes. T here hath no temPration taken hold 
thee yet, O mourning ſout, but that which s 
mmon to 24n; and be aſſured of thu , that God 
; faithfull by whom thou art tempted, and will 
trie thee above that which then art able : but 
lwith the temptation alſo make away ts eſcape, 
thou mayeſt be able ts bear it, 1, Cor, 12.15, 
ra moment, O faireſt of women, I ſaw juſt 
uſe to hide my face from thee, to trie the truth of 
ly love to me, but know , that with everlaſtin 


din my ſervice, and thy low-prizing my com- 
uy, did ſomething trouble me , but know, that 
mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be remo- 


ut my kindneſſe ſhall never depart from thee: | 
W this ts as the waters of Noah wnto me; as [| 
ve ſworn that the waters of Noah ſhould no 
re go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn that I 
ll not be wroth with thee , nor rebuke thee, O 
affliftted, and toſſed with tempeſt , and not 
wforted; behold I will lay thy ftones with fair 
Wours, and lay thy foundations with Saphirs, and | 
vill make thy windows of Agatt, and thy gates / 
f(arbuacles, and all thy borders of pleaſant Sa- | 
irs, Iſai. 45. $, 9, Out of this {weer language of | 
te Prophet to the naturall branch , the Comtor- 

will fetch ſuch precious water of life, ro revive 


vdſered ſoul; wich theſe kills of bis Lips will 
© 
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he fo comfort him , that he fhall be conſtrained 
to ſay with David; Thow , which ha#t ſhewtd| 
me great troubles , ha#t quickned me again , and 


Sa baft brought me up again from the depths of 
Tac rch ; thou haſt increaſed my joy, and com.\\f 


forty gue on every fide, Pfal. 71.6. I could! h 
hicherto, O my Gbd, fee thy back-parts, fone 


fad attributes of power and juftice, which did ter- 
rifie my ſoul to leok on ; bur lo , now I fe thy 
glory , thou haſt cauſed it glorioufly to paſſe by 
me , nay , to ſhine upon me : 1 ſee thy face like 
Lebanon , comely as the Cedars ; and herewith 
is tny longing ſoul ſatisfied, as with marrow and 
farnefſe, T his 1s my comfort in mine affliftion; || 
for thy Spirit, O (hrift , by thy word hath rev...\| 
ved me. So that this Soul, though very forrow-| | 
full , yer is not left comfortlefle neither. Thus I 
have anſwered the ſecond Qzere, to wit , how 
Chriſt comes ro us. | 
The third thing that I am to ſhew you,is,When|| 
Chriſt comes to us. / will not leave you comfort-|| 
leſſe, I will come to you, But when, O my Savi-| 
our, Wilt thou come to us? To this I anſwer firſt |; 
inore generally; then more particularly and de- 
terminately, More generally and briefly, I anſwer 
thus, Chriſt is already come, and is preſent with his 
Church Militant , and will be to the end of che 
world , as hath been already proved. / am come 
into my garden. my Siſter, my Spouſe, I have ga* 
thered my Myrrhe with my Spice; I have eaten my 
honey combe with my honey: 1 have drunk my wine 
with my milk, Canr. 5. 1. Chriſt we ſee by this 
ſweet language is come , and is with us already. 
I am come, Kc. 


But] 


— — 


|| 
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"| But when will he come to me in particular, aSa 
forrer? This is the queſtion, To this I anſwer, | 
negativelythen poſitively, Negatively Ianſwer | 

viz, Chriſt doth not come to us in this vallevg# 


place; Let him not come at 
d,leſt he die Lev.16,2,1f Chri mn not come 
us at all times of our diftreſſe, we ſhould die un- 
fr our burden,ſfo comfortleſſe ſhould be our con- 
ltion, When my body is afflicted, I ſhall be com- 
rilefle, If Chriſt do not come ro me, When my 
ful is affiRted,T hall be more comfortleſſe, ifChriſt 
not gracioufly come ro me. When my head 
likes,teeth akes, back akes,or belly akes ; yea, when 
ny leaſt finger, or joynt in my body akes, I ſhall 
te comfortleſſe, unlefle Chriſt comes to me, ſo do- 
brous and comfortlefſle a Creature is man, 
Wherefore as a pefitive anſwer to the queſtion 

jere- while propoſed, know, that Chriſt comes to 
[hs Church Militant ar all crimes , as long as his 
jeople liye in this yalley of tears, and ate in any 
liftrefle of ſoul or body. He comes to them in 
roſpericy, to ſweeten that, or elſe there would be 


[but a liccle comfort and ſweetneſle in it : bart he 


<mes to them in all adverſity after a more {peci- 
al manner, o ſweeten that, being it (elf very bic- 

er,bicterneſſe in the abſtrat;my meaning is, alto- 
xther bitter, without the leaſt ſwecrnefſe or plea- 
ure in it, to ſoul or body : for no affii&tion 1s in rhe 
kat manner or meaſure joyous, bur as Chriſt, by | 
bis kind coming to us then, makes ir (o. | 

But here I ſhall be thus queſtioned, 972. It 
Chriſt ax a Comforter comes ro his Church Mili- 


|[tant in every diftreſle of ſoul and body , how 1s 
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| :e that many of Gods children , in corporall and 


© leſſe language, as thoſe that find no Comforter 
=! come to them ? Is thy mercy clean gone, and hait 
{forgotten to be gracious? ((aith David) haft 

thouS{ut up thy loving kindneſſe in diſpleaſure! 


ET — ———— 
—— 


ſpiricuall affliftions, mter comfortleſſe and hope- 


and Pa. more intreated , &c. Many 


ſuch like fad and dolorous complaints are till ut- 


rered by ſome of Gods dear children: now if Chrift| 
as a Comforter come to his in every diſtreſſe, why | 


is it thus with theſe ? 

To this I will give anſwer firſt more indireRly 
thus.Pofſibly that ſoul which thus complains can- 
not but confeſſe, that Chriſt hath come and ten- 
dred comfort to him, though he through anguiſh 
and unbelief refuſed it. Now if our ſoul- Phyfician 
come from heaven to us, and bring cotdials for us, 
and we will not take them, but caſt rhem behind 
our backs; ſhall our Phyſician be blamed for un- 


faichfulneſſe and negligence rowards his Patients, | 


as one that did not viſit them ? 

Again, poſſibly too, this Soul which thus com- 
plains,muſt confeſſe that Chriſt came to him at the 
very beginning of his untraQableneſſe rowards 
God, and told him that this would quickly bring 
him into a comforclefſe condition , if not timely 


Ceo 


lookrunto; and bid him again, and again, by a 
ſweet ſtill yoice behind him, to be more pliable 
to God, as he tendred his favour and his own 
comfort, Chriſt came to his Spouſe. ſaying Opes 
ro me my S'/ter. my Love , my Dove, my fair 
one, for my head is filled with dew, and My locks 
with the drops of the night. But though Chrilt 
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thus kindly ca:ne to his Spouſe , yet ſhe unkind- 
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ly put him off ; and upon the matter no better 
them ſlighted him. 7 have put off my coat , how 
ſrall 1 put it on? I have waſhed my feet, how ſhall. 
I defile them? &c. Becauſe of this untra&Me 
carriage, Chriſt departed from his Spg##, and. 
then ſhe made many complan%* ed to my 
beloved, but he had withdrawn himſelf and was | 


| [goue. The Spouſe could not now truly fay , that 


Chriſt had not come to her ; but ſhe might truly 
ſay that he did come to her , bur ſhe lighted 
him , atid therefore he was forced to leaye her. 
Thus it is with many now, They mourn like R 4- 
chel, in their miſery, and are not comforted , be- 


' [cauſe none from heaven comes to them : ſuch as. 


theſe cannot challenge Chriſt, for not making good 
[bis promiſe to come to them, if formerly he | 
have come to them , and they have ſlighted him: | 
If any Phyfician , obſerving my intemperancy in | 
this or that, come to me and tell me, unleſſe | 
you refrain ſuch and ſuch things you will cer- | 
Ginly fall inco ſuch and ſuch difcaſes , which are. 
very dangerous ; if I ſlight hirn in this, and after- 
ward fall into thoſe diſeaſes , and lie groning 
under them, I cannot blame my Phyfician, for nor 
coming to me, bur blame my {elf that did fo 
ſlight him, So ir is berween Chriſt and many a | 
mourning foul ; Chrift hath come to him and | 
told him , that if he go on in his ſinfull courſe, | 
it will rob him quite of heavenly comforts ; 
'but he in this friendly way hath been fo 


below Chriſt, and fo at laſt hath found the 
evil of his own way , according to Chriſts = 
diction, and yer complains ot Chriſt not co- 

C 2 ming | 
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ming to him ; bur how juſtly judge you. 
Again, as this ſoul poſſibly cannot juſtly 

omplain that Chriſt hath not come to him,ſs poſ- 

he cannot juftly complain that Chrift is not 


Chriſt , iy ſay that Chriftj is not 
corye to him: for we never truly defire to come to 


Chriſt, or that Chriſt ſhould come to us, unleſſe! 
he were already with us, and we with him. | || 


Chrift, I conclude then, is come to this complain- 
ing ſou! , though not in that manner and mea- 
ſure as he deſires him. The thought of what I long 
for, if I have leaſt hope of attaining it, is a degree 
of conſolation, 

Finally and more direly , I anſwer to this 
complaining foul thus, Chriſt as a fenfible and fa- 
tisfactory comforter comes to- us at his time, 
and not at ours, Now Chriſts time to comfort 
mourners will make him moſt welcome, and that 
is uſually when tie ſoul. is brought to the greateſt 
extremity that it is capable of , and not utterly 
miſcarry, When Peter was ready to fink on the 
ſea, and cryed out, Maſter , ſave me, or I periſh, 
then Chriſt came to him , and caught him by the 
hand: thus doth Chriſt uſually come with ſenſible 
and fatisfatory conſolations , when poore ſouls 
are almoſt quite ſpent with terwptations and 
foul anguiſh , and look every houre when they 
ſhall die and drop into hell, He (hall come to 
45 the latter and former rain unto the earth, ſaith 
the Propher. Thar is . at the ſeafonableſt time, 
when the ſou} will make him moſt welcome: and 


' that! is , When burnt and ſcorcht with Satans fie- 
} . © 
xie darts, as the carth with the heat of the ſunne, 
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him, That foul which complains after| 
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| [yow comfortleſſe, 1 will come to you. 


| Tothis I anſwer, firſt thus; viz. Chriſt will come 
| to his Church Militant to be a comforter to fulfill 
'|bis Fathers will, The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
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his Church Militant. 
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when parcht and chapt gaping for ſome heavenly 
ſhowers, then Chriſts viſits will be kindneſle in- 
deed , and Chriſts confolations ſweet indee 
This ſtill remember, O mourning ſoul, that 
keeps his word, if he do nor lea 
and this be aſſured he will nd®0o, not leave 


Bute why wilt thou come to me, O my Saviour? 


we, faith Chriſt » becauſe the Lord hath ancinted 
me to preach good tidimgs to the mech: He hath 
ſent me to bind up the broken-hearted,to proclaim 
liberty to the captive, and the opening of priſon to 
them that are bonnd , to proclaim the acceptable 
jeare of the Lord, to comfort ail that mourn, &c, 
By this Text we ſee that Chriſt is anointed for 
this end, to come to us and be'our Comforter, 
whileft we live here below mourning in Sox. 
What is aid of the three friends of Fob, that may 
[ fay of the bleſſed Trinity, T hey made an appoint- 
ment together to come tocomfort him. So the ble(- 
led Trinity have made an appointment together 
to come to us by Chriſt, and in all diſtreſles 
lweecly to comforrt us. 

Sccondly,Chriſt will come as a Comforter to his 
Church Milican:, becauſe he hath promiſed it: as 
Chriſt promiſed this in my Text, ſo in many other 
Texts. And if I go away, [ will prepare aplace for 
Jour , and will come agam-: and 1 will pray the 
Father, and he ſhall give you another comforter, 
that may abide with you for ever, By theſe promi- 


ſes Chrift hath obliged himſelf to come as a Com- 
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forter to us : ler therefore our deſeryings of come | ||eal 
fort be whar they will, Chriſt will come to us,| ||! 
becauſe he hatch promiſed he will. Chriſt Rands| |be 
upon his word: Chriſt is God,and God can-| ||ir 
hegobh we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithfull and cannot Aeny himſelf. A Chriſtian is 
ready to ſay ro Chriſt as Fephtha to the Elders of || 
Gilead: Did not ye hate me , and expell me out le 
of my Fathers houſe * and why are ye come to| | 
me now , when ye are in diſtreſſe * So ſaith a | 
Chriftian, did nor IT hare thee O my Saviour, and | 


did nor I do whar in me lay to expell thee from 
my ſoul , by my finning again and again againſt 
thy Spirit > And why art thou come to me now, 
ro comfort me in my diſtreſſe > Why , this that 
was foreſaid, may ſuffice, O finfull foul , as an an- | 
{wer. Chriſt looks not at what thou haſt done, | 
but art what he hath promiſed ; and his word he 

will keep , though we change as the heavens: | 
heaven and earth ſhall paſſe away , bur not one| } 
jor of his word ſhall fall co the ground. 7 will not 
leave you comfortleſſe, [ will come to you. | 

TheſcT conceive are the principall grounds,why 

Chriſt comes as a Comforter ro his Church Mili- 
tant: two grounds more may bealledged, as ( a#- 


ſe minus principales,leſſe principa!l cauſes;the firſt 
whereof is this. Chriſt comes to us in our diſtrel(- 

ſes as a Comforter, that we may not ftretch out| | 
our hands unto iniquity. Man in diftreſle is fo de- 
firous of eaſe, thar if Chriſt do not come to him 
and comfort him , he will go to finne and Satan | 
for eaſe. ( 4:7 was diſconſolate, and becauſe Chrift 
did not come to him as a comforter ; he ran like 
a yagabond up and down the world , to find 


caſc| 


his Church Militant. 17 | 
laſe in any thing, Judas was diſconſolare, and Np 
(cauſe Chriſt as a Comforter d1d not come to him, 
-| |hemade an halter his comforter. Sau! being in dis. 
treſſe by the Philiſtines, becauſe Chriſt di 
come to him by Urim, nor by Vi *Pro- 
ts,he went to the Devil fot Now char 
Chriſts children may nor thus do, ( bri/t will not 
leave them comfortleſſe, but will come to them, 
The ſecond ground why Chriſt will come to his 
Church Miliranc as a Comforter , is this: That he 
may ſtop the mouthes of all ungodly wretches, 
who ſay of the godly when in greac diſtreſſes, Per- 
ſeeute and take them, for there is none to deliver 
them, A wicked man looking upon a wounded 
ul with a.carnall eye, breaks our into ſome ſuch 
lnguage,as Achi(h did concerning David. Lo, you 
ſee rhe man is mad. This man is a diftrated perſon, 
{|firer for Bedlam then for Gods houſe ; an idle, 
cracke brain fellow, unfic ro come into folemn a{- 
emblies. Now that Chriſt may filence ſuch black 
mouthed men as theſe, he graciouſly comes to ſuch 
wounded ſouls, and heals their broken hearts, and 
binds up their wounds ; he poures the Spirit of 
conſolation upon ſuch as went mourning all che 
dy long, and makes them walk with joy and 
ſtreng conſolation, fo that ſuch as cenſured chem 
for this and that, are forced co lay their hand upon 
their mouth, and ro condemne themſelves as biind 
Bats, and not able to diſcern the wayes of God 
towards his children. 
|| Having thus opened the point in hand, I will in 
the next place ſhew you how ufefull ir is , to the 
wicked and tothe godly, Will nor Chriſt leave 
oY of his children upon earth comfortleſle , en 
zill | 
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which live in your fins, and ſo conſequently none 
of Chriſts children , may colleCt the unhappineſſe 
ur condition from this point. You ſhall live 
and @comfortleſſe', for Chriſt will not come to 
you as 2 | - thus he comes onely to his 
 children.Chriſt wil! not come to you in proſperity 
as a Comforter; and rherefore'in the midft of ſen- 


of all thy worldly contents thy ſpirit will at times 
gnaw and beat within thee, and never will all thou 
enjoyeſt give any complacency of comfort to thee, 
becauſe Chriſt asa Comforter comes not to thee, All 
outward comforts, without the inward confolati- 
ons of Chriſt, they are as good broth unſeaſoned, 
which rather cloies then contents the appetire;they 
weary,ditrat,and vex, and nor revivethe owner, 
Be itthat thou arc as wiſe as Achitophel,as eloquent 
as Herod, as learned as Gamaliel, as rich as Na- 
bal, as honourable as Haman, as great in the 
Church as Jadas ; why, yet ſhalt chou live com- 
fortleſſe,thar is,utterly deſtirute of celeſtiall conſo- 
lation; one drop whereof hath more ſoul-reviving 
ſweetneſſie in it, then all the things of this life can 
 aftord Alas! what is learning? what is wit, wealth, 
honour.or any other worldly ching to comfort me, 
if Chriſt do not come to me? A man may have all 


{ that this world can afford , and yer hang himfelf 


for want of comfort,if Chrilt come not to him, as 
eAchitophel, Judas and others have done, 

Ob. No mien laugh lowder , nor laugh ofcner 
then wicked men in proſperity, no man merrier 
in an Alchouſe, Playhouſe ,' Tavern, Fair , or 
Market, then they , and are not theſe then 


the 


ſuall laughter your hearts will be ſad, in the midſt | 
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Sol. Torthis I anſwer firſt thus : Lavghter is 


me thing , and Spirituall conſolation another |. 
king; Every one that laughs hath nor a cheexfy] 

jiric wichin - for in the midſt of lavghter a&ans 

keart may be ſad, ſaith So/owo Bf, © ON the O- 


her hand, every one that hath a comfortable ſpirit 
lhath not a laughing face : We do not reade that 
Chriſt ever laughed, and yer had more comfort in 
| [tis Spirit, then all che merry men of this world. 
| | Secondly , T anſwer thus : Some mens ſpirits 
ne ſo lefr of God to levity and vanity , char they 
vill laugh at the wagging of a ſtraw (as we ſay.) 
[This is a great judgement of God upon the ſpirit, 
[2nd notto be accounted a comfortable and happy | 
condition? 1t is 4 paſtime to fools to do wickedly, 
ith So/omen, This is not properly called -irth 
(hich he) but 2adrneſſe, You ſhall ſee mad men 
ſet ſometimes exccedingly, and whup and hal- 
ow, as if their ſpirits were as full of joy as they 
ould hold , what ſhall we conclude now, that 
theſe forlorn creatures are in a comfortable con- 
ltion > Alas / fay we, if they were bur ſenſible of 
heir condition , they would foon ceafe laughing, | 
nd begin lamenting. And ſo may I fay to you of 
dl that laugh and rejoyce, and yetlivein their 
lnnes, and fo conſequently have no Comforter 
[rom heaven come to them, they are mad men; 
were their eyes open to ſee rheir forlorn condicion, 
they would quickly change their note, and turn 
\their mirch into mourning, as Fames faith. 

Quneft, Why, but doth not Chriſt come to the 
wicked in proſperity * 

Anſiv. Yes, no doubt to be made of it, Chriſt 
came 
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came to Belſhaz.zar whileſt he was quaffing in the 
golden yeſlels of the Temple, and wrote down his | 
wickednefle in the wall. And thus he comes to all{; 
ly perſons in proſperiry, to write down allll, 
ds, that ſo he may exaRtly judye| 


y of account. fl 

OuefF, Why , but doth not Chriſt come as1 
Comtorter to wicked men that are great andſk 
wealthy ?  -_- 
Anſw. Chriſt regards noman for his wealth,or|l 
for any externall greatneſſe, If a man be never ſo[{; 
rich, or never ſo honourable, yer if he have nor|{ 
denyed his Juſts, and given up himſelf ro Chrift 
ro be ruled by him, Chriſt will never come to 
comfort him, if he would give him all he hath for 

his pains, he will nor ſtep a foot ont of doors toa 
Prince, if he be wicked, | 

Ob, Why, but though he will not come to un- 
oodly men as a Comforter in proſperity  when|þ; 
they can make ſome ſhift without him, yer he will 
come to them as a Comforter in adyerfiry, when\|, 
all erher comforts fail. 
Sol, No he will not. Chriſt will not know thy |þ 
ſoul in adverſity, which are a diſobeyer of him. As 
he would not ler Dives have a drop of water to ||, 
cool his tongue, chough in unatcerable rorments, 
where many Oceans would nor in the leaſt mea- || 
ſure have quenched rhe flames:no neither will he af- 
ford rhee che leaſt drop of conlolacion in thy grea” 
celt extremiry;rhough rhoa cry Lord, Lord,and citt |}; 
thy fleſh in the fervency of thy ſpirit , like Baals |þ 
Prieſts, to prevail , yer ſhalc chou be ſent empry 
away, Nay Chriſt will be ſo farre from being 3 


| . . 
Comforter to ungodly men when in milery ; = | 
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hee will adde to their outward miſery, inward mi. 
his| y. When thy body is in diftreſſe, Chrift will a- 
all Mler thy ſoul that now lies aſleep , and ſer th 
[cience a gnawing Within thee, which wil 
Ipetecer corture then if thou wagzeraler: ery 
nb. Thou mayeſt ſcnd for godly Miniſters and 
[ly friends co comfort thee then, and they poſ- 
ly may deliver very comfortable things, bur they 
ull be of no more ſayour to thy ſoul , then the 
ite of an egge ; becauſe Chriſt as a Comforter | 
Ilnot ſpeak thoſe (weer things to thy foul, which 
jj friends do to thy ears. As the Lord bewails 
miſerable condition of Feryſalem; fo may I | | 
ail the miſerable condition of all ungodly | 
n.T heſe two things are come unto thee, who ſhall | 
ſorry for thee? deſolation, and deſtruttion, and 
t famine,and the ſword? by whom (all I comfort | 
e? So ſay I ro all ungodly perſons: miſery upon 
ery will firſt or laſt ſeize upon you , and who | 
pen ſhall be ſorry for you? Famine , and ſword, 
nd peſtilence ; fickneſſe, and death , and judge- 
nt; and by whom will you be comforted? your 
lonours cannot comfort you : your Riches and 
ends cannot comfort you : your father the De- 
he will not then comfort you: your conſcience 
ich you have often finned againſt , ſhall not 
||*mforr you, but torture you : becauſe Chriſt will 
[ſt come to you, toſprinkle ir with his bloud, and 
|| pacifte it, So that I concluce all; thus you will 
[five comfortleſlſe, die comfortlefle, and abide in 
ll after death eyerlaſtingly comfortlelle. 
Ic is true all that you ſay, Sir, man is a comfort- 
le creature indeed, unlefſe Chriſt come to him, I 
[ad ic by wofull experience. 1 have much wealth 
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in my purſe ; and yer bur little peace in my ſpirit, 
I ſee the deyil (methinks) now and then , ft 
ftride upon the top of my money-bags, waiting fo 
when I cqme to comfort my felt in the behold. 
d ro What this will come at laftfÞ 
I cannot tell, Sinflc I am ſure 1 do,and comfortleſſ 
becauſe of finne I am, and more comfortleſſeeyery], 
day I look to be, unlefle Chriſt come to me, andſ® 
yet how to ger him to come to me I know not. © 
Wouldeli thou, O comfeortleſle creature, havef® 
Chriſt come to thee? Do then to Chriſt as Lydiaſ 
did to Paxl, loyingly invite him to come tothee. 
Make known thy comfortleſſe condition to Chrifh, 
& then earneſtly entreat him to viſit thy poor ſoul F 
The ground why I exhort thee, O (inner, chusto 
do, is, becauſe God hath promiſed to give hi ho.| 
ly Spirit to them that atk it, Luke 11.13, If there-F 
fore thou wouldeft haye Chriſt by his Spirit toſ; 
come to thee, invite him, ask him, begoe, and en-lf 
treat him to come and dwell in thy ſoul , andrell, 
him that he ſhall have every room in thy heart ! 


| 


command. As Rebekahs brother ſaid ro Abrahams 
(eryant , ſo do thou ſay to Chriſt; Come in thoy 
bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore ſtandeſt thou with-( 
out? for I have prepared the hoyſe , and room for| 
the camels, &c. Come in thou bleſſed of the Lord,ſ, 
wherefore ſtandeſt thou without 2 here. is rooml(, 
for thee and all thy glorious train. Here is an un- |; 
derſtanding.will,memory, affetions, they ſhall be 
all at thy ule and ſervice O Chriſt, wherefore come|l 
in thou bleſſed of the Lord , and make chy abode|/ 
with me. Thus conrinuecrying to Chrift,and long: f 
ing for him, and by this thou wilc declare thy], 
great love unto him, and ſo make thy ſelf capable 
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ne (har ſveer promiſe, which ſaith, If @ mar love 
+ 2. the Father loveth him, and we will come unto 
6,8, 45d make our abode with him , John 14. 12, 
(gfe will thy condition be comfortable indeed 


en thou haſt got ſuch glorious in-mates as re 
- dwell with thee, : wo enern=net” | 


«-o| Having thus ſpoken what I thonghe fir to the 
ndficked, by way of application from this point , I 
Il now addrefle my ſelf to ſpeak unto the godly, 
red ſhew them how uſefull chis point may be unto 
1; Þ9-I hall firſt ſpeak ro Rtrong men,8 then unto 
e, Pabes in Chriſt, Firſt, to ſuch as can cell me, that 
4, [ariſt as a comforter is come to them. Secondly, 
1, ſuch as can tell me they never yer found Chriſt 
82Comforter come te them. And laſtly, to ſuch 
ao can tell me that they have found Chriſt as a 
mforter come te them , but now they have loft 
im, To you that tell me you find the truth of this 
rine by bleſſed experience, that Chriſt is come 
you; I have onely two things to ſay: Firſt this, 
ke it ſure to thy ſelf that Chriſt indeed as a 
ymforter is come to thee,and that thy ſoul is not 
uded in thy joy and eenſolation, Secondly, ! 
. [Five ſo to walk,that thy Comforter which is come 
-[|Þ thee may never depart from thee. Firſt, ſtrive 
[make ic ſure, that Chriſt indeed is come to thee, 
[ar the comfort which thou haſt is from the 
|Komforter , to wit, the Spirit of Chriſt, and nor 
,[[fom the ſpirir of deluſion. 

|| There is great need that I ſhould preſſe this in- 
{ruion upon you, becauſe the ſpirir of deluſion is 
plentifully poured our in theſe latter dayes. The 
lypocrite hath his joy ; and he judges thar this 
his Joy, is the joy of che holy Ghoſt, and as good 


as 


(1 brifts Communion with 


as need to be ; whereas it is a joy that ſhall jy 0 


(faith the Scripture) a joy that will end in bk 
rate ſorrow. He thinks chat Chriſt as a comigh;; 
ter is come to him 3 whereas it is onely the Den, 
isformed into an Angel of light. And thus ind, 
| :houſands gulled and cheated ig ; 
their comfort. Sadnefle would eyerſhadoy thik, 
ſmiling face of many a man, if he did but diſcem 
how groundleſſe his joy and comfort is ; and w| F 
a Yain ſhadow in ſtead of a true ſubſtance, hig; 
poore ſoul is deluded witball. Wherefore,my biep 
thren , it concerns you, that tell me you are {-y, 
fible that the Comforter is come to you , to tak y 
| pains to make ir ſue to your ſelyes , that you), 
ſouls are not deluded. j 
When the Spirit of God came upon Sau! that he, 
prophefied, the people that knew him before, {aid 
What 1s come to the ſonne of Kiſh? is Saul among 
the Prophets? Thus dothou ſay to chy ſoul, whe 
art ſo merry andcomfortable, viz., What is con 
to thee, O my ſoul, that thou art now ſo joyfullſ, 
and chearfull>Once I am fure rhou wenr't mou 
ing all che day long : is Chriſt as a comfonet| 
come to thee? If Chrilt by his Spirit have broughl 
glad tidings te thee, why then, O my glory, con-|| 
tinue in thy mirch; but if nor , why art thou fo 
merry O my ſoul ? thy mirth is but madneſſe, A} 
David queſtioned kis ſoul for ſadnefſe, ſaying| 
Why art thou ſo ſad, O my ſoul? and why art then 
ſo caft down within me? So maiſt thou do well to 
| queſtion thy mirth , ſaying ; Why art thou ſo 
merry O tny ſoul? and why art thou fo much 
 Tifred up within me ? Is thy Comforter our Lord} 


Teſts Chriſt indeed come to thee? O chen, my gle] 
B 
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| - ceaſe not todeclare thy comfort, by any HET. 
My poſture and geſture : but if nor,a houſe of mour- 
Ming, O my ſoul, is ficter for thee then a houſe of 


Meter become chee,then garments of joy and gJ;4: 


* Wiefſe, You know how [ſac once ſpake ro 's ſon, 
l bee hes (faich he) my very /®FE} = cg 
'i p 

Wy. do thou humbly queſtion rby Comfercer. Art 
"Thou my very Comforter indeed? Arr thou the very 


brit the Sonne of God, which ſpeakeft conſola- 


Fron to my ſoul? You know how John queſtioned 
Chriſt much afrer this manner, that he might not 
{ike deceived concerning him. Art thou be that 
tould come,or do we not look for anotheriMat.11. 
So do thus ſay, Art thou he that ſhould come and 
comfort my ſoul ? or ſhould not I look for ano- 
iter? There be many falſe Chriſts, and falſe com- 

Jlorters now in the world, and they deceive many : 
yherefore I beſcech thee ſpeak out, and ſpeak plain- 
[Jo my foul, whether thou be he that ſhould 


With] 1 


"\nirch; garments of ſackcloth and ſadnefle, nou; " rf 


comfort me yea or not, that if I haye obtained che 
ul true Comforter, 1 may give God the glory of his 
'preat kindneſſe; if not, 1 may ſeek out for another. | 
vs "24 ſhouldT know ( may the Rirong man in | 
Chriſt ſay to me) whether he that is come to my | 
[|bul wich conſolation, be he chat ſhould come, or 
l not > How ſhould I be able ro make ir ſure ro my | 
Gul, chat the conſolation which I have is from the | 


Þ||Spirit of Chriſt, and not from the ſpirir of de- 
"\[luGon. 

To this thus I anſwer,viz. If hetl at is cometo 
: thy ſoul be he that ſhould come, to wir, Chriſt, 
"Ithou ſhalt find that he doth more works then one 
: lin thy ſoul ; He doth not onely comfer: thee, but 


he | 
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doth many great works in a mans ſoul beforehe 


comforts him ; and he doth many great works in|| 
is ſoul;afrer he hath comforted him. Chriſt doth! 
great works in the ſoul of man before hell 


doth break the hearc before he 
binds it up : he firſt wounds the heart before he 
Will heal it : he caſts down the ſoul for finne be- 


of man, which the Scripture compares to an Aaa- 
want. Zach, 7, 132. for hardneſſe, is a great work; 
and yec this doth Chriſt chroughly before he com- 
forts throughly. The breaking of the hard heart of 
man, hath many great works about ir, ere it be 
effected, The convincing the ſoul of finne, which 


making of finne out of meaſure finfull in the ſouls 
apprehenſion, which blind manis not eafily brought 
| to ſee. The making of man to loath himſelf forthe 
evils which he hath commirted againſt God, which 
man full of ſelf-love is nor eaily wrought unto. 
The making of mano long for peace and reconci- 
lation with Ged as the oreatc{t happineſle in the 
| world, and to begge this bleſſing with tears as 2 
| foul thar ſees he ſhall. die and "periſh eternally 
withour it ; which man char naturally hates God, 
is nor eafily wonne unto. Yet all theſe difficult 
| works doth Chrift do in the foul of man before 


| ke comes as a Comforter ro him WhichChriſt con-|! 
'tidws, when he faith ; Bleſſed are they that mourn,|| 


| for they (hall be com cred, 

Now wouldeſt thou know whether hs thar 1 
come to thy ſoul, be he that ſhould come or nor? 
K hy then tell me? Whar did precced chy comlort 


he doth many great works belides this, Chrif | 


| fore he will raiſe it up, Now to break the hean| 


ſelf conceited man is not eaſily brought unto. The|!j 


which| 
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Wells of cotffÞlation by the waters of Aarah > 
IDid he bring thee to ſow in tears, ere he gave thee 
Ito reap thy great harveſt of joy 2 Waſt thou eve; 
lin the houle of mourning? Did the ſpirir of eavi- 
[eſſe for fin ever rake hold oh,rkce? YFagrny hard 
heart firſt broken, and after this, bound. up , firſt 
jwounded, and after this healed ? Didi thou go 
mourning for diſhonouring God,all the day long, 
and after many dolorous dayes ſpent,did thyCom- 
forter come to thee? Surely then he that is come, is 
herhat ſhould come, and do nor look for another; 
but if otherwiſe , thou haſt juſt cauſe to be jealous 
of thy joy: - | 

| Again, Chri# as he doth great works in the 
|font before he comforts it ; fo he doth great 
works in the ſoul after he hath comforted it. That 
foul which Chriff comforts, the makes a very 
fruifull ſoul in all graceto his glory, No waters 
make the ſoul of a Chriftian grow in grace, like 


tit of (rift is tox Chriſtian in the wayes of obe- 
dience , as Wind and tide to a Ship , that which 
makes him runne the wayes of Gods Command- 
ments. That Chriſtian which is comforted by 
Chriſt, prayes fervently, and prayes frequently. 
Conſolation gives wings to ſupplication, That | 


a. 


- 
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[conſolation is from Heaven, 2nd it carries that foul 


Chriſtian which is comforted by Chri/?, praifech | 
God with ſtrong affetion. A ſoul comforted by 
Chriſt, is as an inſtrument well tuned by a skil- 
full Maſitian, he will, upon every occaſion, make 
[ſweet melody in the eats of che Almigaty, True 


[ſtrongly to Heayen ; in whici it is. True conſola- 
W_- 'S; ron | 


Iwhich now thou haſt ?Did { þr5#* lead thee to the | 
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tion is from Chriſt » and it will make a Chriſtian | 


live wholly to Chriſt, To whom much is forgiven 
they love much , and his love conſtrains them to 
eny themſelves, and to follow Chriſt unts 
des 
Wonldeſt thounow then for certain,O Rrong 
man in Chriſt, that he which is come tothy ſoul, 
is he which ſhould come 2 Why then look what 
aftiviry is in thy ſoul to duty. Is thy foul as a 
Gyant refreſhed after wine? ſtrong and vigourous 
to the practiſe of all good duties ? Art thou abun- 
dant in the work of the Lord ? Art thou a ſweet 
finger in 1ſrael of the praiſes of the Lord? Is thy 
heart at thy mouth leaping within thee, like the 
Babe in El/izabeths womb, when thou art telli 
what God hath done for thy foul > Art thou (in 
a word)a holy and heavenly man, as one comfor- 
ted by a holy and heavenly God ; Doth thy joy 
tranſcend the joyes that this world affords» in 
{weetneſſe > Doth ir raiſe thy ſpirit to admire the 
love of God? and doth it make thee dead to ſecu- 


lar delights ? and to account naked carnall mirth||| 
madnefie , empty husks for bruits .to feed on?||| 


Then mayeſt thou comfortably cenclude, that he 
which is come to thy ſoul, is he which ſhould 
come, and do'not look for another:but if thou art 
merry and chearfull , but not holy and heavenly, 
he that is come to thy ſoul , is not he that ſhould 


— 


| 


come ; wherefore I beſcech thee to look for ano- 
ther. Do 

A ſecond inſtrution whith I would commend 
toſtrong men in Chriſt, is this: after thou haſt 


| made it fure tothy ſoul, that Chriſt as a comfor- 
ter is indeed cometo thee, then ſtrive ſo to walk, 


that 
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© [that he may never depart from thee, So a man | 
my walk, that Chriſt as a comforter may for- | i 


kake his foul. David had wofull experience of, 
this eruth, and ſo doubtlefſe have many elſe of zhe | 
ly. So a man may walk that Chriſt as a com- * 
reer neyer depart from him; But how ſhould I 
thus walk, faith the comforted foul , thac I might. 
Joy this heayen below, till I come to chat above, | 
and ſo go from joy to joy , from joy unſpeakable ' 
ind full of glory. to joy that cannot enter into any | 
[mortall heart to conceive of ? | | 
- Tothis I thus anſwer: Do not grieve Chriſt that 
[kcome to thee: Secondly , do all that thou canſt ; 
to delight him, if thou wouldſt have him continu- 
ally abide with thee. Do not fic down and reſt, as 
one that hath a licenſe to be lazy, and as if all thy | 
work were done, now thy Comforter, is come to | 
thee; this will grieye him , and quickly make him 
laye thee. Thou haſt obtained Chriſt co come a 
coinforter ro thee; well: yer let me tell thee as Aſo- | 
ſts did the 1ſraelites, Tow are not (ſaid he) as yet 
, | |[rome to the reſt, and to the mheritance which the 
Lord your God giveth you. So ſay I to thee,O com- 
'[||fo i foul h 1 e to thoſe degrees | 
|| |/forred ſoul, thou arr riot yer come to thoſe deg 
| 


of conſolation , which thou tayeſt attain unto 1n 
this life, if thou continue to be thrifty. The joy of 
the holy Ghoſt is a bottomleſſe well which thou | | 
& aft never draw dry: and the more thou drawelt, 
the freſher and ſweeter {till thou ſhalc find ic, Fhe 
joy of the holy Ghoſt is no {urterting thing, as | 
ſome earthly ſweets are: and therefore chou mayeſt | 
afely ſay, Lord evermore give me of this brea fill 
my ſoul with flagons ot this precious l1quour : 
ler thy Iove be ſhed abroad in my hearc by the 
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| holy Ghoſt: Let my foul delight her ſelf in this | 


| facneſle, | 


| Secondly , now Chriſt as a comforter is come|||, 
oo thee, do not wax wanton againſt him, this alſ|| 

wy gricve him, and make him quickly forſake | 
thy ſcul as.a comforter. Let all the manifeſtarions}F 


of thy comfort be ſuitable to thy comforter : holy 


| forter, which are come to the fellowſhip of the Spi- 
; rit, and to the participation of that tranſcey 


5. 
. 


' comfort which is by him » take beed that ye grow 


' The waters of conſolation are ſtrong waters, 2nd 


' mans weak head and heart cannot bear much of| | 
| them Rea&ly, but are ready to reel on one ſide or|| 


| other, When the clouds of heaven have well wa- 
| tered the earth, then do weeds as well as good 


; herbs ſpring apace : ſo when Chriſt by his Spirit, 
| ſweetly waters the foul with conſolation , then| | 


4 


levitie and vanicie, as well as Chriſtian mirth and 
| cheerfulneſle, ſpring amain , if a Chriſtian be not 
; very watchfuil over his ſoul , to plnck up ſuch 
| weeds by the roots, 2s ſoon as they begin ro ſhew 
; themſelves. I conclude this thus,thou that art com» 
| forted by the Spirit,lert not the manifeſtation ofthy 
' corpfert orieve the Spirir, This remember,that ſatan 
' hath an art co bring evil out of the greateſt good, 
' as God hath an art to bring good out of the great- 
elt evil : and therefore beg that thou mayelt not 
: he jgnorant of any of his devices.nor unable to re- 
: Gift chem if thou wouldeft not loſe thy comforter. 


AE. 


——. AY 


; Secondly, 


as he is holy,ſpirituall and heayenly,as he is. hep \|; 
Te, are come into the good land take heed that y'\ \| 
to not forget the Lord (ſaid Zoſes to 1[rael.) Sol | 
' fay T'to you that-find Chriſt with you as a come||| 


dens] || 


- not oiddy headed, and forget God and your {elyes, | | 


_ 
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ts | condly, iFrhou wouldelt have thy comforter co | 
bide Rill with thee, as thou mult not orieye him, | 
me] lay-. vo ' | - I et © 
1G thou muſt do all chart chou canft to aclight aim. |, 
ke [Let it be thy meat and drink co follow all the tno- | 
bs wons of che Spiric of Carilt; whitherfoeyer Chriſt 
ty id haye thee go , chceriully obey him ; chis | 
- Il delight thy comforter exceedingly, and make | 


[[[dim rejoyce to continue With thee, It Chrift fay, 
6, | ||nto thee as to the Fiſhermen , Follow we , do 
hou readily replie as the Scribe, Mater, 7 will 
| [ſolow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt, Match, 4.19. 
latch. 8, 19. This is to declare the genuine diipo- 
lcion of Chrifts people , which Chriſt is exceed- 
mely caken wichall. Chrifts people are as a wil- 
I=g people in their obedience. Thy people ſhall be | 
willing in the day of thy power, &c, 
| Secondly, humbly and compaſſionately rell dil- | 
conſolate ſouls , what Chriſt hath done for chy 
ul ; this will delight thy coniforter much , and 
Imake him rejoyce to continue With chee, Chriſt 
| G&lights to ſee his children communicative of the 
ſweer meats which he gives them. And therefore 
 7ael (aid to Barak, lo do thou, O comforted 
oul,to ſuch as go mourning all che day long: { ome 
(hid ſhe) 42d { will ſrew thee the man whom tho 
eekefF , Tudpes 4. 32. Come, O ſad foul , har 
ankt not find him whom chy foul loveth , I will 
hhew thee the man whom thou ſeekelt , rhe man- 
ner of his coming to my poore ſoul, and how long 
I|ke made me wait upon him ere he would come 
to me , and how well he hath now made me a- 
| [[mends for all his Raying. And therefore, Alrhongs 
thor [aveſt thou ſhalt not ſee him, yet ju7gement 15 
before him,therefore truſt thou in him, Job 3 {4 | 
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| further comfort. And this indeed is Gods end q 


forted of God: as the Apoſtle ſweetly affirms, 


| which thou the Lord haſt given me,Deut,26,Fhus 


—  — 


For the viſion 24 jet for an appointed time, but a|\ 


the end it ſhall ſpeak and not lie : though it tary, 
wait for it, becauſe it will ſurely come, it will no 


tarry , Hab, 2. 3, The mote imparting of experi.| 


ments of love we are to the glory of Chriſt , the 
more ſtill will Chriſt graciouſly give us to our 


comforting ſome of his children, that rhoy may be 
able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by 
the comfort wherewith they themſelves are com- 


Thirdly, thank Chriſt humbly and heartily far 
his coming to thee,if thou would'ft have him abide 
ftill with thee, The Iſraelites when they came 


into the promiſed land which flowed with milk|| | 


and honey , they were to take the firſt of all the 


fruics of the earth, and pur them in a basket, and 
ſo prom them to the Prieſt, ſaying, v:z, And now 
beheld 1 bave brought the firſt fruits of the land, 


were they to {et their firſt fruirs before the Lord, 


and to worſhip before him , as you may ſee at|1, 


large. Why, you that enjoy Chriſt as a com- 
forter,you have received the firſt fruits of that good 
land,which ( avae» typified , which flows with 
milk and honey. Bring therefore theſe firſt fruits, 
and ſer them before God, and worſkip : bring the 
ſweet comforts of the holy Ghoſt in your hearts, 
before the Lord, and fay, Behold O Chriſt , theſe 
and theſe are the ſweet conſolations of thy Spirit: 
and lo, for them all I humbly render praiſe co thy 
Name. Such mighty enemies of my peace halt 
thou conquered; ſuch doubts which fo long trou- 
bled me , haſt thou anſwered : ſuch wants which 


— 
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plyed: tothee O, God, bethe 
ooodnefſe. 


for his mercy , which find Chriſt as a comforter 
come to you, You enjoy that bleſſing which excee- 


dech all outward bleſſings. The light of Gods. 


countenance lifted up , ' upon a poore mourning 
foul, it is of farre greater value then corn, wine, 
oile; then corall, rubies, or any choice thing 
that this world can afford. The naked revelation 
of Chriſt in the ſoul of man , is of more worth 


then all cheſe, ſaith So/omon: the moſt glorious re- 


yelation of Chriſt then to the ſoul, which the 


[foul of man is capable of in this life , muſt needs 


of much. more eranſcendent worth, You enjoy 
at bleſſing which exceedeth many inward ble(- 
ngs. Ic exceedeth knowledge ; for what is know- 
ledge in the head, to the joy ofche holy Ghoſc in 
the heart > one beam of light in the under{tan- 
ding, is of moxe worth then all the filyer and 
gold , gemmes, and jewels in the world; and yer 
one beam of the light of Gods countenance, ſhi. 
ning upon the heart, though but by reflexion from 


[the face of Jeſus Chriſt , is of more worth then all 


knowledge which humane ({tady can attain unto, 
Icannot fay that this blefhag exczederh the leaſt 
faving grace in the ſou! : bur his I can fately lay; 
thatconſolation, it is the glofſe and glory of cve- 
ry grace: every grace ſhines in irs full luſtre, where 


'[the Comforter dwells, This I can further fay, that 


you enjoy that bleffing which makes Heaven a 
Heayen, and which makes earth a heaven to you- 


[and therefore you have great reaſon to magnifie 
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| long time kept me exceeding low,haſt thou ſup. 


olory of thine own 


You have great cauſe thus to magnifie the Lord 


yy \ 


a {a . 


_—— 


E— 


('briſts Communion with WW 


"mmm 


; the Lord for his mercy. The more of, heaven we| | 
enjoy upon earth , the more ſhould we ſet our 
ſelyes to do the work of them which are in Hea. 
| yen, Whileſt on Earth, 

Fourthly, finally let Chrifts mediate comingto 
thee by his Spirit , make thee long earneſtly for 
his immediate coming to thee in his own perſon; | 
this delights Chriſt, that his Spouſe ſhould ſay, 
Come. Revel.22, 17. as the Spirit doth , that ſhe 
ſhould long for the wedding day. as he doth. When | 
good old Simeon had embraced the Conſolation of 
Iſrael, for which he ſo long waited , he then de- 
fired preſently to be diflolyed - {o thou that haſt 
etnbraced the Conſolation of 7ſrael', ſhouldeſt in 
holy manner with Simeon, Job, and Parl, defire 
to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt.” which is 
beſt of all. You whom Chriſt hath kifled with the 
kiſſes of his lips, ſhould long earneſtly to lie be- 
tween his breaſts all night; my meaning is, to| 
{ have a full enjoyment of Chriſt. Thus have I done 
ſpeaking to ſuch who can tell me that Chrift as a| 
| comforter is come to them, * | 

In the next place I addrefſe my ſelf to ſpeak to 
ſuch of the godly, who can tell me that they never | 
yet found Chriſt as a comforter come to them, | || 
| Two or three things I haye to fay to you from 
this ſweer doCtrine, 

Firſt, I would haye you to labour to believe this | 
doCtrine,that Chriſt w2ll zor leave you comfortleſſe,| 
but will certainly (at laſt)come to you, Chritt hath | 
repeated his promiſe, which is as a bond with ma- | 
ny ſeals ; and therefore thou haſt juſt ground co 
believe, O comfortleſſe ſoul, that Chrift will not- 
leave thee comfortleſſe but will oome to thee. 


— —  —— 


Ob, 


Ei: bis Charch Oilitant. 
| "Objeft,Whar juſt ground have I to believe char | 
rift will come ro me , ſeeing he is holy, and'I | 


| lady andearthly then Zacchens>Chrilt came ro 


| 


45 


m unholy , he is glorious in holinefſe, and E am 


ak comforrcleſle foul. 
Sol. Art thou more vile then Marsſſch > Chriſt 
ame ro him and comforted him. Arr rhou mvre 


' imand comforted' him. . Arc che: more diveliſh 
hen ary Magdalence,our of whom were cal? (c- 
tm divels > Chriſt came to ker, and filled her foul 
t ſtrong conſolarion. Why ſhouldett nor chou 
klieve, thar Chriſt will come to thee tooand quiet 
amd comfort thy mourning ſpirit ? 

Sol. Bur ſecondly I anſwer thus : viz, Chriſt 
&th nor'ſo much look how thow art,qualified, as 


| Imake good his word , though he comer backward, 


twhathe hath promiſed : Chriſt harh! promiſed 
ie will come to thee, and he is faithfull and will 
6 ir, If chy ſoul were never ſo poore , never ſo 
blind, neyer* ſo wretched , never ſo naked ; yet 
Chriſt having promiſed ro come to' thee, he will 


|Fith a mantle ro cover thy nakedneſſe , as Shew 

nd Fapher did to Noah. If thy fonl were full of 
wounds , if thy ſoul were full of running purrify- 
ing ſores, if thou wert as black with finne as an 
Ethiopian, if thourwert as ſported with finne as a 
Leopard , nay if thy ſoul did tink within rice, as 
|Lazarus after taken out of the earth again , yet 
Chriſt hath promiſed £6 come to thee and comfort 
thee, he will do it; though he hold his noie 
while he be comforting thy ſtinking naſty ſou. 
Heaven and earch ſhall paſſe away, bur nor a jor 
lor rittle of Chyiſts promiſe ſhall fail. 7 he voice 


minable in -ſfinne and wickednefle , faith the | 


; of | 
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| ſo powerfully , that my. incredulous ſoul ſhall 


| of my belaved , behold he commeth leaping upon 
the mountains, and thipping upon the hills, Cant,\] 
2.8. Though there be mountains and hills of finnel;, 
in thy ſoul; yer Chriſt will come skipping over allj, 
theſe with comfort to thy foul , rather then thou 
ſhalc be left comfortleſſe, 

Wherefore , O weak comfortleſle foul, ſay, 
notof thy Sayiour and Comforter,as Balaansdid, ||, 
I ſhall ſce him,but not now; 1 ſhall behold him, bmt|| 


Mt || 

not nigh, Numb. 24.17.I ſhall fee Chriſt come with}, 
a wirneſſe, nay, with many thouſand witneſſes at|||; 
the great day, when every eye ſhall ſce him ; butl|| 
ſhall not ſee him come to me now , in this ſoul|| 

dolour, as a comforter, I ſhall behold him per-|ſ|; 
adyenture,as 2oſes beheld the holy land farre off, |||; 
he will never come nigh my poore ſoul, to ſtay it 
with thoſe comforts which it needs, Ceaſe , O 
weak ſoul, this incredulous language, and ſtriveto 
believe, and this ſweet promiſe I treat of ſhall 
be made good unto thee, No finne fo mighty to 
keep thy Comforter from thee,as unbelief. Say | 
then; O mourning Chriſtian, ro thy comfortleſſe 
ſoul ; Yer a little while, and he that ſhall come will 
comeand will not tarry, Heb.10.37, He that hath 
ſaid he will come as a Comforter to thee, will 
come and will fatisfie thy ſoul with conſolation, 
as with marrow and fatneſſe, Say to thy fad foul, 
wich the Pſalmift , Hy God will come and wil 
ot keep ſilence : he will ſpeak conſolation ſo 
plainly, that my ignorant ſoul ſhall underſtand; 


= 
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belieye, and own her own mercies. Thou art 
now croſſed and almoſt drowned, O my foul, 
with reſtleſſe wayes of miſery ; but the ſpirit will 
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Perl ove upon theſe waters; thou ſhalt ſee Chriſt | 
ming towards thees, upon theſe troubleſome 
Welaves anon, and ſay, Be not afraid, it 55 [: Ithat 
bye loved thee, and given my ſclf for thee, and 
ulzone ſhall pluck thee our of my hand. | 
Secondly, as I would have thee to ftrive firmly 
) fo believe this truth ; ſo I would haye thee endea- 
\,[[1our patiently ro wait the accompliſhmenc of it. 
th patiently untill he .do come. There is good 
UIIround why every ſoul ſhould patiently wai for 
1 [Chriſt coming to him , whether we conſider our 
1 |klves which are to be viſited , or Chriſt our vi- 
: ftour, If chov, O comfortleſſe ſoul, confider thy 


?I[|EIF which art to be viſited ; thece is great reaſon 


 [[lhee, how long ſecyer he ay. 


Firſt, thou art a creature , and Chriftis thy 
Creatour ; and ſhould not a creature wait on his 
Creatour > Thou art a ſeryant , and Chriſt is thy 
Lord; and ſhould not a fervant wait on his Lord? 
[Conſider thee in thy higheſt relations, and they-all 
call for waiting, Thou art a Senne, and C hrift is 
thy Father ; and ſhould not a Sonne wait'on his 
Father? Thou arta Wife, and Chriſt is thy Hus- 
band ; and ſhould not a Wife wait on her Huſ- 
band ? 

Secondly, conſider that thou haſt deſerved, that 
Chriſt ſhould neyer cone to thee , and yet for all 
this, ſeeing he will come to thee, haſt thou nor juſt 
caliſe to wait patiently till he do come , how long 
|ſoever it be firſt > Before thy calling thou didft 
[ | reje&t Chriſt, and fitice thy calling thou haſt often 


prived Chhriſt ; and haſt not thou then ar 
that 


- I_ es ww 


— 
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Believe chat Chriſt will come to thee, and waicr | 


* |!) hou ſhouldeft wait patiently till Chriſt come to 
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that Chriſt ſhould never come to thee > Thou kaf 

uenched many a ſweer motion of the Spirit of 
Chriſts thou haft turned the deaf care , the ſweet 
till voice that hath ſpoken behind thee, times 
wichour number, and {o ſlighted the Spirir of 
Chriſt ; and haſt not thou then juſtly deſeryed, 
that Chriſt as a comforter ſhould never comie to 
| thee? yet ſeeing he will come for all this unkind- 


moneths, a few years for Chriſt to came to com- 
fort thee ?. 

Take this in another form. Thou did make 
Chriſt wait a long time upon thee,ere thou would. 
eſt lethim abide with thee as a ſpiric of Refor- 


he will have ir ſo, ere he abide with thee as a Spi 
| rit of conſolation ? how many knecks did Chriſt 
giveatthy Rubborn heart, ere chou wouldeft open 
ro him? how much dew of the night diſtilled up- 
on his locks , ere thou wouldeſt give him houſe- 
room in thy heart? how many mercies ? how 
many corre&tions were all ſpilc upon thee , ere 


thou tell> if thou canſt not, think not much , if 
Chriſt make thee ſhed a few tears , and breathe 
out a few grones , ere he bring glad tidings of 
peace unto thee, 


Secondly, ifthou confider Chriſt thy viſitenr, 


nefle , haſt not thou juſt cauſe to wair patiently| 
| for him, how long foever he ftay ; Thou haſt ma-[} 
ny weeks, many monerhs, nay, many years gone| 
.| along in a courſe 'of grieving Chriſt, and doeſt |] 
| chou think much of waiting a few weeks , a few| 


mation; and is there not juſt cauſe then, that thou] | 
ſhouldeſt wait patiently a long timeupon him , it]: 


Chriſt could winne thee to reſpeX him? canſt| 


there is all the reaſon that can be, that thou ſhoul- | 


i 


_ 
1 
u 
4» 
| 
' 
"7 
; 
ſlle 


I 


_ ——— ———— —_— — — —— — 


deſt}. 
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@ wait patiently ill he come to thee, Chriſt 
oll# | certainly come to thee : Chriſt will come to 
al hee at the firceſt time : Chriſt will come ricbly 
Iphen he doth come;which are all ſpeciall grounds 


Pl ff patience, Chriſt will come to thee, O comfort- 
; |||>le ſoul, though it may ſeem to thee ſomething 
Hong firſt, Thou doeft nor wait for one that will 
ot come at all, as the 7 »rk viaiceth for aho- 
wet: Nay, thou doeft nor wair for one that will 
/ {{iyolouſly delay the time of his coming, Thou 
f [eſt not wait for onethar will deceive chee, Chriſt 
| j[path promiſed to come to thee, and he is faichfull, 
[ 


Wl 


id cannot deny bimſelf. There is two things in 
\hichfulneſſe: firſt , that a man ſhould own what 
| [|behath ſaid ; and then ſecondly , that he ſhould 
| {|make it- good, Now both theſe will Chriſt do. 
'| {Chriſt will not eat his words , es we ſay; what 
he bath promiſed-he will confeſſe , and will make 
| Ikood, whatſgever labour or lofſe he be at to do | 
| fit. Chriſt is not mutable as we are, to promiſe one 
{bing to day, and recall it again to morrow: he & 
immutable and changeth not, therefare we are not | 
conſumed. 

Thou doeſt not wait for one that will frivo- | 
louſly delay the time of his coming, Chriſt will | 
hot deal with thy comfortlefſe foul , as thoſe ſor- 
ty gueſts dealt with Chriſt, make excuſes: one had 
[|bought a yoke of Oxen, and therefore could 
not come: another a Farm, &c. Chriſt will not 
tell thee, as {braham Dives in hell, berween thy 
foul and him is a great gulf, fo that there can be 
no entercourſe between them ; nor that from 
[heaven to earth is too long a journey for him to 


4h He will not tell thee that the place wo 
| thy 


fr IIS 


SY 


(hrifts Communion with | 


' on any of his patients, 


| 
| 


.f know my ſore is not fit for healing ; thus ſhould] 


thy fick - comfortleſſe ſoul lies , is filthy, and at.(® 
topgerher unfir for him to come to. He will no}; 
tell chee that thy ſoul is ſo farre gone in grief and 

deſperate ſorrow , that ic is in vain for him toll. 
come to thee, Chriſt puts none of theſe delayes up-|| 


li 


F 
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No, the ground why Chriſt ſtayes is , that he [ 
niay come at the fitteſt time, and then he will||* 
come wich healing in his wings, if all the devils ia||; 
hel} ſhould oppoſe him , which miethinks fhouldlſſ 
be a ſatisfaRory ground of patience to any diſ-|}}, 
conſolate foul, If a Phyfician yet apply this, and || 
that, further eyacuation rather then cordials , as|\|; 
knowing the body not yet fit for cordials, will |; 
not any wiſe man ſubmit patiently te his way? 6} , 
if Chriſt forbear giving thy fick ſoul cordials , as| 
he that well knows thy foul not fie yet for ſuch h 
luſcious things , wile not thou with much thank- f 
fulnefle acknowledge his great care over thy ſoul|f; 
and with all patience wait his lciſure? I patiently}, 
undergo the pain of drawing plaiſters , when I F 

| 


it be in ſpiricuall diftrefles : we ſhould patiently 
undergo grief and ſorrow untill our ſouls be 
fic for conſolation , and then we ſhall be ſure to 
have it. | 

Finally, be ſure of this, O mourning ſoul , that| 
Chriſt will come richly , when he doth come; 
and the.efore merhinks thou ſhouldeſt wait pa- 
tiently for him : what Merchant bar would wait 
patiently the return of his ſhip in che longeſt 
voyape, if he were ſare that ic would richly recurn 
at laſt, Chriſt will come very richly furniſhed, 
with the comforts of the hely Ghoſt , which are 
unſpeakable}}- 
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unſpeakable and glorious, to your ſouls that 
th mourn after him, and wait for him.. What the 
F Apoſtle. once ſpake of himſelf in relation to the * 
{mares , that may T cruly fay of Chriſt, in rela- 
0 fon to all that mourn after him ; And 1 ans ſare 
Itbet when I come unto you, 1 ſhall come (faith he) 


lis the, fulneſſe of the bleſſing of. the Goſpel of 
(briſf,Rom.r 5.29, Chriſt Iam ſure,O mourning 


| 


he 


- ſoul, when he doth come unto thee, he will comein 
all® fulneſſe of the bleſfing of the holy Ghoſt: thou 
c ||®alc have joy in the holy Ghoſt unſpeakable and 
ylorious, Thou by long waiting art made a more 
« [aſt veſſel] ro bold the precious waters of conſola- 
f ton; and Chriſt by long ſtaying, doth ( as I may 
- |\/{y) che more furniſh himſelf wich theſe waters 
«|\&life, to refreſh, fill and ſarisfie thy thirſty ſoul, | 

|when he comes to thee, Chriſt will heal through- | 
[9 thy broken heart, and bind up all thy wounds: |. 
be will anſwer all chy doubts , and clear all chy | 
k kruples : he will quiet thy quarrelling conſci- | 
[jface, and ill chy complaining ſpiric: he will fill 
| | 


thy ad ſoul with joy and gladnefſe , and thy de- | 
|Red ſpirit wich ſongs of thankſgiving. | 

If theſe things, O mourning ſoul , will not. 
|j|make thee wait patiently till thy Comforter come ; 

tothee, bur thou -wilt murmure and repine,and ; 
}{|fall upen indire& wayes to ger conſolation,know, 
[]hat by chis praRiſe, thou wilt make thy conditi- | 

0n more miſcrab!e, then at preſent it is. Thou wilt 
rieve him that ſhould come as a Gomforter to 
thee;and if thou by fin make Chriſt grieve , how 
can Chriſt by his Spiric make thee rejoyce? and it 
thou ſet him a mourning that can onely comfort 


thee , by whom wilt thou be comforted ? _ 
thou | 


i. 
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thee know by wofull experience, that the ſweeteſt 
 finne is a bitcer and miſerable comforter : thar the 


|the'ſoul, that togo to the divel for conſolation , 
is to make faſter haſtefor comfort,then good ſpeed, 


to thee, O comfortlefie foul , tnac didft never yet 
| find Chriſt asa comforter come ro thee, is this : 
'obſerve how Chriſt comes, and do not par him off, 
Chriſt comes ro comfortleſle foils with comfort, |: 
in a promiſe, as I haye ac large ſhewed you. The 
promiſe, Chrilt opens before rhe foul, that he may 
ſee the blefling wrapr up in it, which he needs;and 


thou think to-winne Chriſt to thee by a dogged 
difpofition? Chriſt may picty, and cure thy hu 
mours » but will neyer be by Conſolation, He' 
will bring thee to be lowly and meek ere thou}? 
fhalc find reft to thy ſoul ; he will make thee wil. ||! 
ling to lie under his feer glad ofcrums of comfort, 
and willing to wait for them cill, Chrift hagh di- 
ned, and every child ferved. a 

If thy corrupt ſoul hanker afcer the pleaſureef||! 


AQ — = , 


finne again, becauſe Chriſt as a comforter doth| 6 
| not come to thee,and thou be reſolved to pick and]! 
|chufe, amoneſt the finnes thy foul knows, to find! 


out one that thy ſoul moſt loves, to make a com- 
forter to thee, as the Iſraclices in their dogged hu- 
mour madethem a captain co return to Egypt a- 
22in ; know this,that what ſinne thou pitcheſt up-|| 
on to make a comforter , that finne will Chrift 
make a Divel torortuce rhee :- Chriſt will make 


leaſt finne, is too great anevil, rruly to comfort 
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thar neither ſinne, nor any thing in che world be-; 
fide finne ſhall comfort thy ioul , when he himſelf] 
will nor. | 

3 The laſt inſtruRion that I have rocommend| 
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od then often repeats it to the ſoul , that he may re- 
1. [//je upon it : 

{Te Chriſt I have given you, things mult not be here 
2 ([2gain repeated. That which here I would prefle by 
'l may of application is, that you which are cemfort- 
rt, Jeſſe ſouls , would obſerye this ſecret way of the 
;_ [|Comforter , and meet him, Art thou tempted? 
and doſt thou now hear a (wee ſtill voice , as it 
ef [| were behind thee, ſaying , 1y grace ſhall be ſuffi- 
th [cient for thee ? Why, this is the voice of thy Belo- 
llyed, that is come to thee, embrace what he faith, 


d | 
d 
t- 
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by unbelief and peeviſh pertiſh humours. Haſt 
thou fallen into finne , by the ſtrength of tempta- 
tion and thine own corruption ? and dofſt thou 
/[heare ſuch a ſweet voice behind thee as this. The 
bloud of Feſus ( hrift cleanſeth m from all ſine? 
1. Jobn 1,7. Why,this is the language of thy belo- 
yed, he is come to comfort thee, O mourning ſoul, 


e 


|unbelief and paſſion. Heare whar be faith , for it 
is ſweet : ſtrive to believe what he faith , for it is 
[[ſure, As Iſaac ſaid unto Jacob his ſonne , after he 
|[]had ſome diſcourſe at a diſtance wich him , Come 
f|{|near ow and kiſſe me my ſonne + Gen. 27, 26. So 

ſhould ſuch comfortlefſe ſouls fay ro Chriſt, when 
|; they heare Chriſt ſpeaking , as it were at a di- 
|[[Rance , ſoftly and coldly to them , the ſweet and 
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Iithy lips » for thy love is better then wine : what 
thou ſayeſt co my ſoul , fay it with ſuch lite, that 


A 


inftafices to illuſtrate this way of 


1 


jeſt upon it, turn not thy Comforter away now, | x 


Ido not thruſt him away by unkind language of | 


|| fmelodious promiſes of his word «: come near now, | 
'O my beloved , and kiſſe me with the kifſes of | 


my heart may no longer be faichleſſe > bur be- | 
lieye , and give glory to thee. I haye now done | 


It is with 
many Chri- 
ſtians in 
their mino- 
rity, as it 
was with 
Samuel! y 
they do nor 
now the 
voice of 
the Lord 
ſpeaking in 
a promiſe, 
and there- 
fore T 
rhoughr 
good ro 
nore this 
inſtruRion, 
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ſpeaking to you, who neyer yet had the Comforter 


» | 
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come to you, 

'T come now in the laft place to ſpeak a word 
or two particularly, to ſuch of Gods people , who 
can relf me that they bave found Chriſt as a com- 
forter come to them,but now have loſt Him, Three 


{enfable of thy lefle, Secondly , blame not Chriſt 
for departing from thee, Thirdly , uſe all doly 
means to ger him to return -to thee again. Firſt, 
F would have thee, O deſerted foul;to labour to be 


truly ſenſible of thy loſe, Though it be that ſame 


are deeply ſenfible of this great loſle , yer others 
are as deeply ftupid, which moves me to note this 
inſtrution, Fora man to be ſtupid and ſenſeleſle 
under corporall afflitions, argues a very ill tem- 
per of ſpirit ; bur for a man to be ftupid and 
ſenſelefſe under ſpirituall afflitions , under-ſuch a 
ſpirituall affliftion as this , the loſle of the Sunne, 
the lofle of Chriſt as a comforter , argues a very 


ſerred ſtupid ſoul , to affect thine heart throughly 
with thy lofſe. Thou haſt loft more then Job, 
when he had loft children, ſubſtance, health, ho- 
nours, and friends; nay, thou haſt loſt miore then 
if thou hadft loft this world ; nay , thou haſt loft 
| more then if thou had(t loſt thy life , which is of 


' more worth then the world: thou baſt loft Chriſt, 
| which is richer then the world, and ſweeter then 
thy life. What an infinice loſſe were it to this 
world to loſe the Sunne ? it were at once to loſe 


| 


viceable for the uſe of man , depend upon the mo- 


tion and influence of that glorious Body. mY 
| Y 
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things T have to ſay to theſe, Firſt , labour to be|| 


ill cemper of ſpirit indeed, Strive therefore, O de-| 


all:Perernte ſole, perennt omnia: for all things ſer-] | 
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|a lofſe then is to the leſſer world,to loſe Chrilt the | 
Sunne of Righteouſneſſe > Ir is to loſe all good at 
once, for foul and body. All Graces cloſe and 
wither when Chriſt departs, as all fragrant flows. 
ers -Whett the Sunne withdraws his influence. 
And when theſe flowets wither in the ſoul,” a man 
s 2 moving dunghill, that Rinks in the noſtrils 
of God and man, whereever he comes. A man that | 
bath loſt Chriſt may truly ſay as ſhe when the 
Ark was loſt, that his glory departed. As the Sun 
1in the glory of the greater World , ſo Chriſt che 
Sunne of Righteouineſlſe is the glory of the leſſer 
World, to wit, man. | . 
Thou haſt loſt that in the world , that is 

more worth then the world, and which all! 
|the world can neyer help thee tro. Thou haſt: 
loſt \that which would make the worſt conditi- | 
on in this life, a Heaven ; whereas the beſt withe ' 
out it is but a hell. Thou haſt loſt that which 


— 


{|would haye been to thy ſoul a continuall feaſts 


whereas now thy ſoul is in a continuall famine 
and leannefſe, Thou haſt loſt thy ſpirits, and thy 
fopl is in a dead palſie , ſo thar chou art a living 
dead man , fit for no ſpiricuall ſervice. Thou haſt 
loſt thy head, thou haſt loſt thy eyes,thou haſt loſt 
thy hatids, thou haſt loſt thy clothing , nay, thout 
haſt loſt thy beſt father, thy beſt husband,thy beſt 
friend; all this, and much more comfort is Chrift 
to man, Thou haſt great reaſon theti, O deſerted 
foul, to lay to heart thy loſle, - | 
Lay to heart thy lofſe, this is comely , but do, 
not blame Chriſt for departing from thee , this 
is uncomely ; and unrighteous. Uncomely; tor it, 
doth nor ſuit with wiſdomes children,'to lay tolly| 


R232 to: 


© ——C > eli 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


” = 


Chrifts Communion with WW : 


_—_— 


to their Maker. Unrighteous, for thou conſtraineſt 
him to depart from thee, otherwiſe he had neyer 
left thee:thou didſt finne again and again of weak. 
nefle, and yet Chriſt as a Comforter did not de- 
part from thee; untill thou beganſt to take p/zaſure 
in unrighteouſneſſe, and to make ſinne a cuſtome, 
aright eye , a very ſeryiceable thing unto thee, 
Chriſt did not leave thee. Thou beganſt to 
wax wanton againſt Chriſt ;* and then Chrift| | 
caſt thee off, Thou beganft to play the Apo- 
' ſtate, and to backſlide in heart from Chriſt ; 
and then he fell off from thee, and filled thee 
with thine own wajes, Now theſe things fe- 
riouſly conſidered, haſt thou any cauſe to blame 
Chriſt for departing from thee? Ir is a come- 
ly and a very righteous thing for Wiſdomes | | 
children to juſtifie wiſdome in all his wayes , as 
to others ſo to our ſelves, Wherefore thus do, O 
deſerted ſoul, ſay, Righteous art thou , O Chriſt, 
in departing from me, and righteous mayeſt thou 
be, if thou never return to me , ſo unkindly haye 
I dealt with thee, 

Then ſet thy ſelf ſeriouſly to the uſe of all holy 
means, whereby thou maiſt get thy Comforter to 
return to thee, Examine thy ſoul throughly thou 
| muſt, to find out what evil deprived thee of ſo 
great a good ; and in ſerious ſoul-ſearching God 
will ſpeak tothy conſcience, and conſcience will 
ſpeak plainly to thee, and tell thee wherein thou 
did{t give diſtaſt to chy Comforter, and what was 
| the cauſe he forſook thy ſoul. q | 
And when thou haſt found out that evil, which 
conſcience tells thee deprived thee of ſo great a 
good, thou muſt fall yery foul with it, how ſweet 
| ſoever 
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ſever it hath been unto thee, Thy great work | 
muſt be co bring thy heart to a holy revenge upon » 
this finne : to abhorre it , and thy elf becauſe of | 
it: and to become very vile, as Job ſaith, and yery 
low in thine own eyes. Bring thy heart to ad. 
mire the infinite patience and mercy of God, chac 
things are no worſe with thy foul, That God had 
-|-[nort cut thee off in the ating of that finne for 
which he deſerted thee; that he hath left any place 
for repentance , and giyen thee the leaſt deſire to 
ſer about chis work, 
And when thou art come thus farre,poſſibly the 
| [light of Gods countenance may begin now and 
| [then to plance into thy ſoul, as ar ſome lirtle cran- 
| [ny,or at leaſt ſome more then ordinary lightſome- 
nefſe may appear in' tk dark dull ſoul, as there 
doth in the dark morning, ſowe ſpace of time be- 
fore the ſun appears thar had left this Horizon. 
Now this beam of light , or this little lightſome- | 
| [nefſe of ſoul, thou muſt much admire; and acknow- 
ledge an unfathomed depth of loye in it; that God 
ſhould fo much as once ſtoop, to caſt an eye after 
thee more, to give thy ſoul the leaſt refreſhing, 
{ [that did abuſe lagons of love. 
By this lips of light,or glimmering light,you 

| |are to {trengthen your faica in the belief of this; 
that light will more and more appear, as the light 
of the morning unto the perfet day: and ſo conle- 
quently to follow God with- ſo much the more 
! |feryency of prayer , for the return of his wonted | 

kindneſſe, Joſeph, you know, carried himizlf very | 
| [roughly to his brechren which had abuſed him,for 
ſome ſpace of time, and pur them in. great fear of 


the loſle of their lives; told them they were Spies, 
S E and 
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and many harſh words he gave them, and harſh 
looks: bur at laſt when bis brechren.had brought 


bowels began tg work, and he could no longer 
withhold his brotherly love , ( ome near tome, 1 


— 


him to Benjamin, and diſcourſed a while, Foſephs | 


our elder Brother deals with us , who do unkind- 
| yery roughly, and put us in fear of the loſſe of our 


bitter things againft us , and ler looſe the devil to 
tell us that we are Spzes , hypocrites, and falſe 
friends to Chriſt : in this diſtraſted , affrighted, 
perplexed ſtate, he may hold us many dayes, ma- 
ny weeks, many moneths,;.. but he cannot bold 
in his. brotherly love alwayes, if we patiently bear 
his frowns , and kindly entreat him , and bring” 
Benjamin to him , his own bloud and merits; 
this will make his bowels work, and make him 
unmask himſelf and ſay, come near to me, O 
monrning ſouls , toſſed and not comforted, I am 
Chriſt your elder Brother , whom ye unkindly 
uſed, in a little wrath I hid my face from you, but 
now with eycrlaſting kindnefſe will I embrace 
you, 


Trin-#ni Deo gloria, 


pews 


pray you,1 am Joſeph your brother,&c.Thus Chriſt 
ly and unbrotherly uſe him ; he will handle us} 


beſt lives : he will make our confciences- ſpeak 
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2. Tim. 4. verſe 22, 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy ſpirit. 
aM His Text is Pauls feet affeRtionate 


that works effeually, to ſer man about his ducy; 
and therefore doth Pay! in the conclufion of all 
his Chriſtian counſel to 7:methy patherically 
pray, That the Lord Jeſus ( briſt would be with 


The beſt teaching of man is but as water ſpilr 
on the ground, unleſſe Chriſt inward!y teach the 
ſpirit, If I am raught my Cuty by a Fax, one 11 | 
oifts not inf-riour to the chicteſt Apoſtles, yer un- 
lefſe Chritt be wich my ſpirir, 10 make things cake 
root there, all will die and wither, like good ſced 
caſt into bad ground. Ani therefore Pax! {aw it 
but needfull, as to reach the eare,, foto entreat the 
Lord to teach and ſtrengthen the ſpirit, T he Lord 


Fel. 45 C hriſt be with thy Pirit, 
'E 4 There 
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There is a great diſtance (you know) between 
the eare and the heart: it is an eake thing for man 
to bring home things unto the one , bur no lefſe 
then the almighty power of Chriſt , will bring 
home chings unto the other, There is an incom- 
parable hardnefſe upon the heart of man natural- 
ly: it is barder then an eAdamant: now though a 
child wich his lictle finger may make a dint upon | 
dough , yet a Gyant with all his ftrength cannot 
make dints upon an Adamant : much lefle can all 
created ſtrengrch, make divine impreſſions upon the 
ſpirit of man; and therefore it is , that Pax! doth 
implore an Almighty ſtrength to do thus, The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy Spirit. 

Why doth not Paxl here wiſh riches and ho- 
nours and- pleaſures unto T imoethy ?: Is the bare 
preſence of Chriſt with a mans ſpirit ſuch a bleſ- 
ſing? To this I anſwer, riches and honours, &c. 
They are 604, but not optima; good things, but 
not the beſt things,Earthly things though good in 
*| themſelyes', yet are no forther forth good to me,. 
thea as the Lord Jeſus Chrift is with my ſpirit, to 
guide it co uſe them; and therefore Paw! as one 
truly wiſe, prayed for the prime good for 7 imo- 
| thy , for that good which makes all other things 
work together for good, to wit, That to have the 
Lord Jeſu Chrift with our ſpirits, is a prime and 
| principal bleſſing. Paul here wiſheth ir to T im0- 
thy, as a cardinall bleſſing, The Lord Jeſms Chrift 
be with thy ſpirit, wie 

Enucleatis propoſitions, 
To have ( hriſt with our Firits,&c, How can 
Chriſt be preſent with man upon earth, who is now 
aſcended , and fitteth at the right hand of his Fa- 
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ther in heaven? _. | The 
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The Apoſtle doth hint an anſwer to this queſti- 
n, in the form of his prayer , if you obſerve it. 
he Lord Jeſud (hrift ſaith he, be with thy ſpi- 

it, He ſpeaks of ſuch a preence, as will ficly yield 
ommunion and fellowſhip to the ſpiric of man. 
There is a double preſence of Chriſt with man, 
corporall and ſpirituall joyntly ; or merely fpiri- 
wall, Wirh juſt men made pertect in glory, Chrift 
scorporally preſent ; they behold his wounded 
body made a glorious bedy , as a continuall afſſu- 
ance of the Reſyrre&ion of their own vile bodies 
mto the fame ſimilicude. And witch them Chriſt 


F preſent, ſpiritually filling chem with thoſe joyes, 
[the taſte of which upon earth , is called w»þeak- | 
lable and full of glory. Of this communion ipeaks 


mm _ 


11qualibet parte, Whole Chriſt doth wholly exerciic 


' 
|Chrift himſelf. I in them , and thou in me , that 
they may be made perfett in one, Jobn 17, 23, As 
the ſoul is teta i» toto , & tota in qualibet parte: 
xccording to the whole , in that whole which is 
kfle noble then ir ſelf : according to the whole, 
that is , according to that full force and energie 
which the foul hath, it aCtuates and organizerh 
every member of the body, the leaſt as well as the 
oreareſt; So Chriſt in the myfiicall body of Saincs 
[olorified, is as I may ſay, T ot in toro.& torn is; 


dominion in every glorified ſoul; hence it is, rh: 
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all ſuch ſouls, are wholly holy,and wholly happy 
that is perfetly holy, and perfectly happy: toral- 
much as Chriſt, who is in the fulnefle ot his Fatiers 
elory, is fully preſent with them. 

Secondly:there is a preſence of Chriſt wich man, 
merely ſpirituall ; chat is, ſuch a preſence , as 


whereby not the perſon , bur the providence ot 


PE "I a. —— 
—— P—_——_—_ 


REY Chriſt E * 


62 


— 


"EC briſts Communion with 


| 


| #leſſing, a choice and fayour, becaule it is common | 


þ 


'Spiric of Chriſt, in the ſpirit of man, whereby it 1s | 
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Chriſt may be ſeen , Such a preſence as ſ#periore|7 
have with i»feriora,not a contiguall, but a virtual 
preſence; a preſence of influence and governance, 
as the Sunne hath with us by his rayes and beams, f;? 
And this preſence is cither { 0»»m0r or Specrall. b 
The commen preſence of Chriſt with man , is,| 
that whereby man is upheld and guided,according|F 
to the being of a rationall creature. Of this pre.|| 
ſence of Chriſt with man ſpeaks the Apoſtle , that / 
they ſhowld ſeek the Lord, if happily they might||, 
feel after him and find him though he be not\|* 
farre from every one of us , for in him we live, 
move, and have our being, Acts 17. 27 28, Chri 
as an upholder of each creature, is not farre from 
every one of us ; that is, he is till preſent with us 
thus, and with all Nations of men, which he hath 
made of one bloud , to dwell upon the Face of the 
earth, This preſence of Chriſt with.man therefore || 
cannot properly be called 8 prime and principal || 
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I 


to mankind in generall, yea, common to all crea» 
tures below man; for God is with all the works 
of his hands, to uphold eyery creature according | 
to its proper ſpecies. | 

Secondly, there is a ſpeeiall preſence of Chriſt | 
with man which is that efficacious working of tae 


made one ſpiric wich the Spirit of Chriſt , in wil- | 
ling and nillins, according co that of the Apoltle, || 
He that :s Toyned to the Lord, ts one Spirit. 

There is a ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt with the |+ 
bodies of men , for the o00d of them ; which the | 
P[almi{+ intimates, where he faith, That he knows | 


ee | 


our frame,ard rememicrs that we are but duſt:and 
= 


that 
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hat the Angels of the Lord pitch their tents about | 
be righteoxs. And Faceb found the truth of this: 
experience, when he fled before Eſar,and ſlept i 
þ ſweetly upon a tone, But this tender and ſpeci- 


e.outward man , is comprehended under the 0- 


be er, which reſpects the inward man, as q#:d mi- | 
4, [#8 [146 147ori,a lefle bleſſing undera greater. For | 
;,\jif God be in a fpeciall. manner preſent with my 


piric, to guide and order that unto all holy wayes, 
my ſpirit will command my body to walk in them 
too: and ſo conſequently Chriſt cannot chooſe but | 

renderly preſent with me alſo , for the good of 
|that, whilſt eyery member thereof is aRuated by | 
; | a ſpirit of His own ordering, to His own honour, | 
& weapons of righteouſueſſe. And therefore doth ' 
[Paul (pithily, toſpeak much in few) filently paſſe | 
oyer that which is neceſſarily preſuppoſed , pray- | 
Ing, that Chrift would be with 7 im-0thzes ſpirits 
| and then he was ſure, Chriſt would be after a ſpe- 
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clall manner preſent with his body too for the 
'[good of that, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thy 
ſpirit, That is, The Lord Jeſus ( hrift exerciſe 4 


| preſence and providence of Chrift,, reſpe&ting | 


{| ſpeciall deminion in thy ſpirit, for the guiding and 
ordering of it, unto the avoiding of evil, and to the 
4 [performing of all good, whereby ( hriſt may have 
| all the plory due to his Name. 

{| Now that thus to have Chriſt preſent with a 
| [mans fpitit, is a prime and principall bleſſing; 1 
will plainly demonſtrate to you by a triple argu- 

ment ab effettu, 

| Thus to have Chrift preſent wich our ſpirirs, 18 
the ready way to all remporall, ſpirituall,and crer- 
nall pood; and therefore muſt nceds be a prime and 


principall bleſſing, _- "2 


Chrifts C ommunion with 
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| 


| this is their dayly endeayour , to walk in all hel 


| porall good of right belongs unto them, 


goods, As the Authour to the Hebrews faich, to]: 


Thus to have Chriſt preſent with a mans fpif” 
| rit,is the ready way unto all ctemporall goed, Met , 
whoſe ſpirics Chriſt doth after a ſpeciall wanna” 
order,to avoid finne,and to keep themſelves purgſ® 
as Pax here uſech the expreſſion to Timothy, alll ; 


| cemporall good things , ſo farre forth as may be | 


good for them, belong unto them by promiſe; Fol, 


| godlineſſe hath the promiſe of this life, It þ a | 


come to paſſe (faith the Lord) if you walk in myj,. 
wayes , that I will bleſſe you in the fruit of thi, 
| womb,in the fruit of the field, in the basket and 
ftore,&c. If you walk, in my wayes I will do thi,|, 
&c. Why, they with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after}. 
a ſpeciall nianner preſent, this is their high wa} 

(as Solomon (aith ) to depart from evil : thatis,| 


wayes of the Lord ; and ſo conſequently, all cem-|| 
But you will ſay;how is it then, that thoſe with x 
whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moft preſent to make them || 
moſt tender for his honour , have uſually leaſt 
of all remporall good things ? : 
To this the anſwer is eafie and manifold, Men 
with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is moſt preſent, to make|} 
them moſt tender to ayoid finne , and to keep 
themſelves pure,theſe the deyil doth moſt of all ma- 
ligne , and fers his limbs to ſpoil thems of their 
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keep them from that which Chriſt would have 
them advanced to ; or elſe to trip them of that, 
which Chriſt hath cenferred on them , by impri- 
ſonment, baniſhment and the like ; and ſo make 
ſuch live in dens, and holes,and caves of the earth; 
to wander in Deſerts and Wildernefles, wearing 
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T beep-5kins, and goat-skins,. of whom the world 
Fj not worthy. Where a ſpirit of malice and con- 
ne on rules, it is no maryell to ſee ſeryants fit on 
1}, rleback, and Princes go on foot, 
_ Secondly, men with whoſe ſpirit Chriſt is after 
" ſpeciall manner preſent , he takes ſpeciall notice 
p what evil the ſpirit is moſt enclined, and fo an- 
br erably gives of theſe outward things unto them. 
| wiſe Father hath his eye upon the diſpoſition of 
"Þis child , and ro what exorbitancie he finds him 
nclined, he labours to preyent all occafions to it, 
 Jind ſo keeps his child ſhore of what he could 0+ 
"Iherwiſe liberally allow bim; And thus it is wich 
2 pur heavenly Father, reſpeRing his children : he 
lkyes iridtly their ſpirits, and if he ſee them encli- 
& led to pride, coverouſneſle , or any other ſcanda- 
"[[ous vice, he ſhortens them in that which may fo- 
" [ment theſe. Ar this ( I think) James may point, 
where he faith, Let the rich rejoyce in that he is 
wade low, James I, 10, God out of tender love to 
lis children oft-times makes them poore in purſe, 
that they may become poore in ſpirit, and ſo ca- 
able of the kingdome of heaven. Which rightly 
h neiched, is no matter of ſorrow , biit matter of 
'|[joy, as James faich, : 
[| Thirdly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is after 
[a fpeciall manner preſent to guide them to walk 
lin his wayes, and to keep themſelves pure; Chriſt 
doth prove them by poverty , as by other things: 
and hence it may come to pafle , that Chriſtians 
rery holy, may yet notwithſtanding be very de- 
itute of the things of this life, Thus you know 
the Lord dealt with Job. Chriſt was after a ſpe- 


p 
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ro 


ciall manner preſent with his Spirir, to guide him | 
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to walk uprightly aboye many in his time. Noy 


ry and Jobs eternall honour, he Rtript Fob of all, 


; 
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to make known this to the world, to his own olo. 


| and fer him upon a dunghilt, who before ſat withf7 
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. fans, with whoſe ſpirits Chrift is after a ſpectall 


. | the beſt gifts, the unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 


] 


ſpirits mot ſtrongly bend after worldly riches, 


ſed are they that hunger and thirſt after righte« 


the chiefeſt in ſeats of honour, God will have the (y 
world know , that thoſe with whoſe ſpirics he is}, 
after a ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide and ordet|; 
them, are not as thoſe with whole ſpirits the devil||, 
is in a ſpeciall manner preſent, to guide and order; 
to Wit, ſuch as will wind and curn eyery way 
when pur to it, | 

Laſtly, thoſe with whoſe ſpirirs Chriſt is after a 
ſpeciall manner preſent, they defire but little of the 
things of this life ; and therefore ir is no marxyell 
to ſee Chriſtians very holy, yet not very wealthy. 
Chriſtians with whoſe ſpirics Chriſt is after a 
ſpeciall manner preſent , they onely.defire dayly 
bread; Agurs portion, food convenient ; and this 
the Lord gives them , and with this they are con- 
rented, which is the onely wealthy eſtate. Chriſti- 


— 


manner preſent,they hunger and thirſt after righ-|| 
teouſneſſe, not after riches in the world, they covet | 


and not che fading riches of this life. Now Chriſt 
applies himſelf to be moſt liberall in the diftributt- | | 
on of that, which the fpirits of men moſt bend af-| | 
eer; in mercy,or in juſtice, Chriſtians whoſe ſpirits 

moſt ſtrongly bend after grace, to theſe Chriſt | 
in mercy doth moſt» bountifully apply himſelf to 

eive grace; according to that of Chriſt , Bleſ-|* 


oxſneſſe, for they ſhall be filled, Chriſtians whole 7 


tO; 
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| theſe oft times Chriſt in juſtice moſt liberally 
onÞ, plies himſelf co give thoſe, according to that of 
10-Jthe Plalmiſt, 7heſe belly thou filleſt with thy hid 
all Þ;reaſure. According likewiſe to that of Solomoxn, 
ith fThere 55 4 ſore evil which I have ſeen under the 
the Sunne, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof 
* Sllte their hurt: Plal.,17. 11. Ecclef, 5.13. The ob- 
Ton being thus anſwered the argument is ill 
vil of force, That to have Chriſt with our ſpirits is 
T; the way to all remporall good, and fo conſequent- 
ay ly, 4 prime and principal bleſſing, 

Bur that I may yer more fully ſpeak in this ar- 
* |[pument, note that temporall good , is cither poſi- 
ie [[tive, or privative ; (ifI may for illuſtration ſake 
þ diſtinguiſh, ) Temporall good in a poſitive 
ſenſe, is that ſecular thing, which is in it ſelf good; 
Its bread, and clothing, and the like, of which we 


have already {poken, | 

Temporall good privatively ſo called,is affliti- | 
on ordered to a mans good, which in it ſelf js not 
"[{ſo. Now all thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is! 
preſent, are partakers of this temporall good, All | 
' |1/0urward croſſes tend to their inward gain , be- | 
| ſeauſe Chriſt is with their ſpixics. For all outward | 
| {troubles are heavier or lighter , more hurcfull or | 
| ||more proficable fill ro a man, as Chriſt is pleaſed | 
| !|to_prder his Spicic under them. A little eurvard | 
treffble , if Chriſt ler ic ſeize upon a mans ſpirit. 
he quickly finks and dies under his Durden , ac- 
cording to thar of the Apolile, worldly ſorrow 
} cauſeth death, The loſle of a wife or hwsband: 
| [|nay , the loſe of a child or friend ; nay, the loſle 
of the leaſt outward content , if Chriſt ſtand a- 
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WT from: a mans ſpiritzand let 1c faſten upon him, 
he 
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he will. ſoon languiſh , and bleed inwardly tw] 
deaths whereas all outward affliftions , .meeti 
, rogether upon the outward man,if Chriſt be with 
che ſpirit ro ſupport and bear up that, a Chriſtian 
ſweetly ſubmits,and keeps on his courſe, according 
to that of the Apoſtle, Rejoycing in hope,patient in| 
tribulation, continuing fees in prayer, Rom,r2, | 
12. Now Chrift tenderly watches when outward 
troubles begin to rake hold of that Spirie with 
whom he is ſpecially preſent, and then he quickly 
relieves and eaſes it; and not onely fo, bur ſanRi- 
4 fies ir,to the drawing of ſuch a ſpirit nearer to God 
in love, according to that of David, Pfal.116.1,2, 
I love the Lord, becauſe be hath heard my voice, 
aud my ſupplications, becauſe he hath enclined hi; 
eare unto me, therefore will [ call upon him as 
long as I live. Adde this to the former , thatto 
have Chriſt with our ſpirirs, is the ready way to 
all remporall good , whether poſitive , or priva- 
tive ; and you muſt needs grant it to be a princi- 
pall bleffing. | 
Secondly, thoſe with whoſe fpirits Chriſt is 
ſpecially preſent , are in che ready way to all ſpi- |; 
| | ritnall good : and therefore-thus 'to have Chriſt 
' preſent with our ſpirics, muſt needs be counted a| 
principall blefſing, Chriſt is the authour and wer- | 
ker of all grace ; and therefore ſuch ſpirits muſt 
| needs be very gracious with whom Chriſt is. The | 
places are holy whereunto the Ark, of the Lord 
hath come, ſaith Solomon, 2, Chron. 8, rr. I may 
truly ſay ir of Chriſt, which the ark typified. The |; 
ſpirirs are holy with whom Chriſt is , and where 
holy Chriſt comes. They are at the well-head for 
 holineſſe, which have holy Chriſt with their _ | 
ef 
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. fo} ] They that haye Chriſt with their ſpirics, - are in 

lng} [the ready way to the very height of heavenly Wilc | 
1th dome as: Chriſt is, With him are all the treaſures | , 
anſlof wiſdome, He that lyes in thy boſome , teach- | 

0g} ing thee wiſedome ſecretly , came out of the yery 
i [[hoſome of the Almighty, and knows all things ; 
[2] and he gives ſuch an union to that Spiric which 
1d [he reaches, that he makes ic know and diſcern all 
th/| |things too. 

ly|}| They that have Chriſt with their ſpirit are in 
the ready way to the very heighth of love, which 
is the glory of all graces in the fight of God and 
2,|| [man ; for there is no ſach worker and winner of 
*,|) love, as Chriſt is. If he do butput in his finger by 
5 || [the hole of the doore , he will make a mans bo- 
& || lwels.melt after him. If he do bit reveal his love | 
0|| |ro our ſpirits a lictle, our ſpirits grow'fick love un- | 
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0 || ſro him. He will wound us with one of his eyes, fo 
- || [full of beauty is he. Let a mans ſpiric be never fo 
- || |cold;yet if Chriſt be with ic,he is in the ready way 
to burn with Iove to Chriſt as ſtrong as death, 

| which many waters cannot quench. 

; | They thathave Chriſt with their ſpirits are in | 

| the ready way tothe very height of Joy and con- 


ſolation:they are in the ready way to joy #nſpeak- 
able and full of glory. Theſe things have I ſpoken | 
#ntro you, &c. faid Chriſt to his Diſciples, Chriſt 
ſpeaks ſuch things to the ſpirits of choſe wich | 
whom he is preſet , as fils their ſpirics with joy , 
to the very brim ; and this oft times in the very | | 
depth of all outward extremity. The Church doth 
darkly hint this. 7 he Comforter wbich ſhould re- 
lieve my ſoul 1s far fromme: Lam. 1,16. Asit 


the Church had ſaid, chough my ourward miſery | 
c 
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| keep cloſeto my fpirir,I ſhould have as miich con- 
| ſolation as my heart could hold, in the midſt of all || 
my miſery: bur this is my miſery, that the Com- 
| forter which ſhould relieve my foul is farre from 
me, out of the hearing of ſighs and | Crt nay, 


out of the heating of Rrong cries ; be # angry 4- 
.gainſt my prayers. In a word a Chriſtian which 


| virrve; to be wiſer then his teachers , more Excel- 
| lent in all grace then his neighbours, And there- 
fore to have Chriſt preſent with our ſpirits > muſt 


pall bleſſing. ; 
Laſtly, co haye Chriſt with our ſpirits , is the 


| principall bleſſing, As a tone carries with it 
| whatſoever light thing be faſtened to it, unto its 
own centre; ſo Chriſt whoſe proper place of refi- 
dence is Heaven, carries with him thither, all ſuch 
ſpirics as to whom he is united on earth, If we 
have a ſpeciall friend at Courr, we count that we 


| Prince, Chrift hath the keycs of Heayen and Hell, 
| he opens and no man ſhurs , ſhuts and no man 
; can open : all with whoſe ſpirits he hath dwelt, 
| and been kindly uſed upon earth , he knows; 
! and when they ſhall knock at thoſe everlaſting 
gates, he will open and ler them into eyery room 
1N his royall dwelling,and (hew them all the glo- 

' ry which he had with his Father before the world 
'w2sS, itis berween Chriſt and that ſpiric with 
| whom te lives, as between Naomi and Rath, 
b where | 
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' needs be counted and called A prime and princi-. 


are ina ready way to ſee all the pomp of the 


hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, is in the ready way to| | 
excel in virtue} as David fayes, to excell in all! 


; ready way unto eternall good ; and therefore a |. 
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where the one lives the other will, Whileſt ſuch 
(pirits live in the body, Chriſt will live with them 
there, when they remove our of the body , Chriſt 
will not leave them (death cannot ſeparate) bnt 
commanis his Angels to bring them to eternall 
manſions with himſelf. -Chrjft which is lifted up 
to glory himſelf-, will draw up all ſuch unto 
him, asin whoſe ſpirits he dwells, and no Rtrength 
ſhall be able to withſtand him; none ſhall pluck 
ſuch out of his hand, V#is cam Chriſto, eff unto 
invincibils, 


be a grand evil. A fpirit without Chriſt is naked, 
as a body without clothes. Many things may 
make clothing and defence for the body, but one- 
ly Chriſt that be#F garment, as the Father of the 
Prodigall calls him, can make clothing ad muai- 
tion for the foul. A mans ſpirit without Chriſt 
is as 2 naked body amongft thorns, eyery thorn 
pierceth, and every briar {cratcheth , and fetcheth 
bloud from ſuch a body ; ſo worldly cares and 
worldly fears, when Rtrong, will pierce ſuch a na- 
ked fpiric through and through, and make him run 
mad, if God ( unſought ) do not ſcaſonably Rep 
in and bridle the Bedlam. A mans fpirit wichour 
Chrift, is as a naked body amongſt Serpents ; e- 
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| very {cepent tings and yenoms fuch a naked body 


tro death ; ſo cyery ſeed of the Serpent [tings and 
poy ſons to death ſuch naked fouls by their chreat- 


| nings, flatteries, examples, and the like: a mans 


ſpirit without Chriſt , is as a naked body in great 


ſfcorcht and conſumed ; fo fuch naked ſouls are 


If co have Chrift with our ſpirits be a grand fas | 
| vour, not to haye him with our ſpirits, muſt needs 


blaſts of lightning ; ſuch bodies are ſuddenly | 
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but dumb too, A man that is blind, yer if he can 


ſuddenly blaſted, by the fiery dares of the Divell, 
and ſo ſuddenly oft times go from burning to bur- 
aing;from burning in finne,to burning in Hell, 

A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is ner onely na- 
ked, but blind roo. A naked man having his fight, 
may make ſome ſhift ; but a man naked and blind 
too, is in a miſerable helplefſe ſtate indeed : and 
juſt ſuch is the ſtate and condition of every mans 
{piric,that hath net Chriſt with ir:for as the Sunne 
in the Heavens is the eye and light of the greater 
world;ſo the Sunne of righteouſneſſe ChriR, is the 
eycandlight of the lefſer world, man, Now do 
but imagine what a datk do!orous condition we 
ſhould all be in, if the Sun wegedarkened or had 
urterly forſaken our Horizon ;+or do bur think of 
that darknefle , which was upon the Egyptians 
for a little time , when no man could tir out of 
his place z and ſuch and much worſe is the dark 
dolorous conditien of a ſpirit without Chriſt, not 
able to ſee the leaſt beam of ſaving light, not able 
ro ſtir a ſtep out of his place, in the way that 
leads to life. 

| A mans ſpirit without Chriſt is nor onely blind, 


ſpeak, can beg for thar which he cannot ſee tos 
work for, Bur when a man is blind, and dumb. 
too, that he can neither help himſelf, nor beg of 
others, he is in a dolefull condition indeed ; and 
juſt ſuch is the condition of every mans ſpirit that 
hath not Chriſt with ir. For as Chriſt is Eyes-to 
rhe ſoul, ſo he is a Mouth and Tongue, enabling 
tocry Abba Father.lUnleſſe the ſpirit of Chriſt be 
with our ſpirits, helping our infirmities who are 
godly , we are dum», and not able to ſpeak to our 
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full Judge of all the world,muft all ungodly per- 


| [your felyes:becauſe Chrift is not with your ſpirits. 
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own Father, as adopted children for daily bread , | 
much more: unable to beg for life, to the dread. 


ſons needs be, whole ſpirits are alcogerher withour 
Chriſt, as an helper. I would have all men that 
live in their finnes, think ſeriouſly of this ; when 
GChrift as the dreadfull. Judge of all the world ar 
the great day ſhall ask you, what you havero fay 
for your ſelyes, that you ſhould not eternally die 
for your finnes,in which you have lived, you will | 
be like that man which was without his wedding 

arment, dumb and not able to fay a word for 


Ic is impoſſible that a mans own guilty ſpirit ! 
ſhould be able to look the terrible Judge of men ; 
and Divels in the face, much lefſe fpeak a word ! 
for mercy, unleſle the almighty ſpiric of Chriſt be 


| with it, taaid it. Many ignorant wretches ſooth. 


themſelves with this, that they will at laſt cry» 
Lord, Lord,and fo prevail quickly for pardon with 
him, who is infinite in mercy, Why, but think on 
this,O ignorant ſoul, N's man can call Jeſus, Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt, Thou wilt nor in thy grea- 
teſt need be able tocry Lord, Lord, unlefle che 
Lord be with thy ſpirit, Death: will ſting thee, 
conſcience will gnaw thee, Chriſt will condemn 
thee, Divels will rear thee , and yer-wile not thou 
be able ro cry, Lord, Lord, have mercy on me, | 


unleſſe the Lord be with thy ſpirit ; butin ſtead of 


crying, Lord, Lord,for mercy, thou wilc burn in ! 


malice againſt the Lord, and curſe and blaſpheme | 
as Divels and damned wretches do. Haſt thou | 
never ſeen condemned wretches, not onely dumb, 


but withall, deſperate _ and leap of the ladder| 
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themſelyes , without either asking God or man 
forgivencſſe? Thus in a ſpirituall ſenſe ; and much 
worſe wilt thou do in the great day of judgement, \ 
for as much as Chriſt is nor with thy ſpirit. 
Fourthly , a mans ſpirit without Chriſt is not 
onely blind and dumb but deat roo. And it a man 
be blind and dumb, yer if he can heare , he may | 
make fome ſhift to help himſelf: we follow a thing 
. (we know ) ſometimes by the found, when we 
cannot ſee it, nor ſpeak what it is : but when a 
man js naked, blind, dumb, and deaf roo, he is in 
a helpleſſe condition indeed ;, and juſt ſuch is the 
fate of a mans ſpirit without Chriſt, For Chriſt, 
as he is Eyes and Toung, fo he is Eares alſo to 
the ſoul of man, Hence it is that John ſpeaks fo 
frequently of ſpirituall hearing , after an Hypothe- 
ticall manner: He that hath an eare , &c. That 
is, ifany man ve ſpirituall diſcerning, Let him 


| heare what the Spirit ſaith to the Churches, In- 


timating that a ſpirituall eare is a very rare thing 
to be found , that which no man hath , but he 
which hath Chriſt with his ſpirit, that hath had 
his eares bored by the Spirit of Chriſt, as the Scri- 
pture ſpeaks; all others are as deaf as adders, and 
cannot heare the voice of the Charmer, charr; he 
never ſo wiſely, I would have all thzt live in 
their finnes, ſeriouſly conſider this 156, as a further 
deoree of unhappinefle. You teil us that you will 
turn from your fins bcreafter , and obey the call 
of God in the Miniſtery of his Word : but let me 
ask you this ; Have you not hitherto turned the 
deaf care upon God ? Yes : I and fo you will do 

for the time to come, and the reaſon of both is 

the ſame ; becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpirits. , 


Lee | 
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Let mercies call, correRtions call , let friends call, 
{facher call > mother call , husband call, wife call, 
ter Miniſters call, conſcience call; nay , let Chrift 
kimſelfcall, in what voice he will , fill voice or 
loud voice, in words never lo pleaſing or never 
lo piercing, yet wilt not thou heare, becauſe Chriſt 
is not with thy ſpirit; bur with So/emons fool wilt 
on.in thy ſinnes, and be eternally puniſhed, 

Fifthly , a mans ſpiric without Chriſt is with- 
out feeling, in a dead palke all over, which, how 
dolorous ſuch a Rate is, ina corporall ſenſe , you 
know ; much more dolorous in a fpiricuall ſenſe, 


I am ſure. As the ſpirit of mian can neither tee, 

ſpeak, nor heart, ſo neither can it feel withour he 
Spirit of Chriſt, Thg ſpirit of man wichour the Spi- | 
rit of Chriſt is dead, Chritt is to our ſpirits, as our | 
ſpirits are unto our bedies, their life , and life is | 
the principle of feeling: for the dead feel nothing. 
When Chrift which is or [life ſhall appear, &c. 
Where there is no Chriſt , there is no life, and 
where there is no life , there is no feeling, You 
know the Apoftle ſpeaks of fone that were pa#F 
feeling, having given themſelves ever to laſcivi- 
' owſueſſe, to work all nualeanneſſe with greeaimeſſe, 
| There the/Apoſile (peaks of ſuch a {en{cleflenefle,as 
lies upon the foul by a ſecond ac of divine juſtice. 
All humane ſpirics by the firſt at of divine zultice 
upon Adam,are naturally paſt feeling, and would 
e1ve up themſelves unto all wickednelic wich gree- 
dineſſe, did not God reſtrain. To be palt feeling 
in this latter ſen{e, notes principally a want G: dt- 
vine affeRtion; - when-finne doth not kindly affect 
'the ſoul with ſorrow , as- it the former ſenſe, 


when. finne doth. nqr- ar. all affedt the foul with 
4 ſorrow; | 


Y 
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ſorrow : when holy wayes and works do nat 
kindly affe& the ſoul with joy ; as in the orher 
ſenſe , when they do not affe&t the ſoul with joy 
atall; bur rather diſturb and provoke to paſſion 
and malice: 

I would have all that live in their finnes , ſeri- 
| ouſly think on this at(o, as a further degree of un- 
happinefſe, You have heard many powerfull Ser- 
mons, which you have ſeen work admirably up- 
on others, and yet they haye made no impreſſion 
upon your ſpirits; and many hundred more may 
you hear, and no divine impreſſion at laſt be made, 
and the reaſon of both one and the ſame, becauſe 
Chriſt is nor with your ſpirits ; and by reaſon of 
this , your hearts are as Adagnants, which every 
ſtroke hardens , but not breaks it. Let the maſter 
ſmire, and the man ſmite, let God ſmite , and his 
Miniſter {mite, and conſcience ſmite, nay, let eve- 
ry member of the body be ſmitten with puniſh- 
ment; to affect the ſoul with finne, yet will it not 
ftirre and complain, unlefle Chriſt be with it. 

Finally, a mans ſpirit withont Chriſt, is with- 
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out" taſting or ſmelling : to theſe ſenſes alſo (you 


knqw ) the Scripture doth allude, and therefore 
fitly here may I, to ſer forth fully the unhappy 
condition of every ſpirit without Chriſt. You 
know the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome that ſavonured 
| net the things of God; which is a tearm applycd in 


{ -, 


ſenſe of taſting, and therefore for brevity ſake do I 
here joyn both ſenſes together, in a ſpirituall way 
of allufion, Why, all that have not Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are ſuch as cannot rightly ſavor ſpi* 


for bitter, 


Scripture to the ſenſe of ſmelling, as well-as to the | 


rituall things; ſuch pat bitter for ſweet, and ſi _ 


_ 
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| [eternally, unleſſe Chriſt be with your ſpirits. 


; |as it is a prime and principall happinefle ro have 


off his (hurch Militant, 


I would haveall you that live in your finnes,ſc- 
riouſly think on this too , as a further degree of 
unhappineſſe, You come oft times to Wiſdomes 
home , and though ſhe prepare you all ſpiricuall 
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things, that lie about the diſh , rather for orna- 
ment then for food. And would you know the 
reaſon of this? it is becauſe Chriſt is not with your | 


—_ 


mn 


'on every diſh at Wiſdomes table, on promiles, 
| yea, and on threatnings too : To the hungry ſoul 
every bitter thing us ſweet faith Solomon. All thar 
is goed and wholeſome goes down well , where 
Chriſt is with the ſpirit. You come frequently to 
Wiſdomes houſe , who keeps a Table here and it 
were for a King , and yet you haye lean ſhrivel'd 


| 


: 


dainties , yet you can reliſh nothing but ſome by | 


fpirits, If Chriſt were with you, you would feed | 


ſouls, like men in a conſumption : every one tells 
you, that you look as if you were ſtarved, ſpeak 
and live, as if you never heard a good Sermon 
from years end to years end : they tell you that ' 
you are ſolean and feeble , that you need the be- 
nefic of all the ſpirits,that every diſh at Wiſdomes | 


——_ 


—— IEIRSn $4 


—— OD — 


| table can yield , ro ſtrengthen you and recover . 


you, and yet every diſh almoſt goes againſt your | 
Romacks; and that you do ear » is without favour | 
or any other virtue, and fo you larguiſh with all 


oviſhing , untill you quite conſume and perifh 


You ſee (I ſuppoſe) plainly by chis time, chat 


A 


Chrift with our ſpirics; fo it is a prime and prin - 
cipall evil and unhappineſſe not to have Chritt 


dainties before you; and thus you will go on lan- ! 


with cur ſpirits, Wherefore having laid open both 
_ .__ before 


= 
<4 
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before you, let me entreat you all co look in upa|$ 
your ſpirits,and ſee who keeps company with then 
Chriſt or the devil; one of theſe ewo is with all ou 
ſpirics, If Chriſt be not wich our ſpirics, the deyilþ 
is and will be, If Chriſt be with your ſpirits, ac: 
cording to the ſenſe and meaning of the Apoſtle ingit 
my text, you ſhall find ic by theſe ewo things, theſh 
body ts dead becauſs of ſinne, and the Spirit « lifepia 
"| becauſe of righteouſneſſe. It is Pauls CharaRterþe 
'of Chriſts ſpeciall preſence in the ſoul of man up-ſfl 
on earth, and therefore of ſtrong authority. Andþi 
if Chriſt be in you , the body is dead becauſe v 
frunes, but the ſpirit is life becauſe of righteou|. 
eſſe , Rom, $. 10, The body is dead becauſe of 
finne; char is , the body of corruption is deſtroyed, ſſin 
2s in reſpe& of the guilt of it, fo in reſpeR of the 
dominion of it. And the ſpirit us life becauſe of 
righteeuſneſſe: that is, the regenerate part is vigo-|h 
r024, in reference to all righteous wayes. 
And if therefore you would know whetherhjt| 
Chriſt be with your ſpirits , ſee whether your bo. |jþ 
dies be dead becauſe of finne: whether you labour|] 
to bring every thought into ſubjeftion to Chriſt;or 
whether you do not allow your ſelves liberty tofjk 
ſome evil, out of love to ſome pleaſure or profit, 
which is that principally,, wherein the dominion 
of finne confiſteth., as Pas! hints unto us, where|ſil 
he faith, The evil which I do, I allow not. That|\ 
is, I do not approve of ic in my heart , nor plead||« 
for it with my tongue , bur trive againſt ir with 
all my ſtrength; and'it would be more joy.to me 
to be rid of it, then if I had a Kingdome conferred 
| to me. This is the language right of one that hath|} 


Chriſt with his ſpirit. 


Secondly, 
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terfiey ſpake of drawing near to God in the duties 
p-ffhis worſhip, A Chriſtian that hath Chriſt with 
»dÞ ſpirit , ſees a taking tranſcendent beauty in all 
efMildomes wayes ; they are all wayes of pleaſure, 
{pd paths of peace; which is ſpoken in reterence to 
offlich as have Chriſt with their ſpirics ; for others 
d,jlnd no ſuch thing in them, And his fpiric opens in 
nefthem like lowers in the Sunne , and ſinells fra- 
fiprantly, he bends and cleayes tothem, in love to 
= Wat ſouls {weetneſſe, which he finds in them. And 
tyou find theſe things in you. I think I may (ately 
ell you rg your comforc, that Chrilt is witn your 
- [irits. 

rf I may turn this CharaCter into another form, as 
r[IPan/ doth, and rel you in his words.that he which 
flu joywed to the Lord tr one ſpirit. 1,Cor.6.15 They 
that have Chriſt with their [pirits, arc O:© (ptrit | 
with Chriſt, This expreſſion (I conceive) is fome- 
lhing explained by theſe following words; Ard the 
multitude of them that velieved,were of one heart 
and one ſoul, As 4, 32.0r as the originall hath it, 
ixagdia x15 uy) wa , heart and ſoul one : They 
{that have Chriſt with their ſpirits , are heart and 
[[foul one with Chriſt, They do idems velle, & idem 
Iwlle: What Chriſt loves they love, and what 


(Chriſt hates they hate, Chriſt loves frog, 
an; 
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' one part of his Fathers will above another : Ir 


| and hates inquiry:T hox haft loved ri ghreouſuſi 


and hated iniquity, &c. Plal.45.7. They that hay 
Chriſt with their ſpirits, are heart and foul on 
with Chrift in this. They love righteouſneſy,, 
chat is, all righteous wayes , and hate iniquity, 
that is, all that Gods word condemns. It wa, 
Chriſts meat anddrink, to do his Fathers willt; 
they that have Chriſt with their ſpirirs , are on, 
ſpirit wich-Chriſt in this, /t is 7oy to the juſt toll 
jndgement , faith Solomon. Chriſt was tender 
bour keeping the leaſt Commandment, as. wel; 
as about keeping the greateſt, Whoſoever ſhi, 
break one of the leaft Commandements, andte 
men ſo,he ſhall be called the leaf} inthe Kingdong, 
of heaven, Mat.5.19. They that have Chriſt with 
their ſpirits, are heart and foul one wich Chrig; 
in this , they are tender to keep all Gods Con 

mandments , leaſt, as well as greateſt, So ſhall, 
not be oonfounded,whilſt I have reſpett unto all thy, 
Commanaments, faich David, I do not conceink 
the place fore-cired fo, as if Chriſt did accountq 


ther think that he there. ſpeaks Phariſeorum mo 
re, in the Phariſees dialeft, who would make 
world believe, that they mightily laboured 
keep ſome precepts, bur others they thought, 
many of us now do , that they need not to be 
rift abour, Now Chriſts tender Spirit for hif, 
Fathers honour , could not brook this halcing 1h, 
Religion ; and they that have Chriſt with cheiq 
ſpirics, are heart and foul one with Chriſt in thi 
That Commandment which the moſt fay is ot 
of the /eaſt, and may be diſpenſed withall ; ora 
leaſt need notto be fo firictly lookr unto , that] 


— 
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"i fell as any other , whileſt a precious part of | 


riſts will, a man that hath Chrift with his ſpi- 
WF; will be tender to obſerye, Davids ſpirit ſmote 
Vilin, for cutting off the lap of Sauls garment, as 
i fell asfor cutting of the life of Yriah;which plain- 
We ſhews, that men which haye Chriſt with their 
Vl piries , are tender about the ayoiding of ſmall 
"Innes, as welt as great, 
94 Now poſſibly ſome of you by what hath been 
4%, may fee, that as yet you have not Chriſt 
With your ſpirits ; I ſhall addrefle my felf in the 
Pa: place particularly to ſpeak to you, and then 
the ſecond place, I ſhall addrefſe my ſelf par- 
Raularly to ſpeak to ſuch of you,as haye by what 
"Sh been ſaid, diſcerned that Chriſt is indeed 
th your ſpirits, To you which by what hath 
Men laid, ſee, that as yer Chriſt is not wich your 
; birits ; I have onely theſe ewo things to ſay, la- 
Four ro bewail your great want, as perſons deeply 
"VEnfible of it; and then labour to ger this great 
©%ant ſpeedily ſupplyed. 
19 Firſt , labour to bewail your great want, as 
""'xrſons deeply affefted with it. Tr 1s the greateſt 
ant-in the world, to want Chriſt to be with a 
ns ſpirit, Other wants may be afflicting wants, 
this is a damning want, Other wants may 
ake thee deſpiſed of men, bur this want will 
make thee for eyer ro be abhorred of God, Thou 
Jnere better want riches, thou were berter want 
honours , nay, thou were better want bread to 
ut in thy head , then want Chiiſt co be inthy 
Mheart, Thou were better want thy dear Hus- 
Aband, thy ſweet Wife to lie in thy boſome, then 


Want Chrift to lic there, Nay, thy ſoul were bet- 
rcr 


, 
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ter to be without thy body , then withour Chrif{ 
If thtte be any wane under heaven, that makes 
| hell co mga upon earth , ir is this, to want Chrifle! 
ro be with his ſpirit. For what is ic that maker 
hell, hell? a place full of finne, and full of miſery 
but this, that Chriſt is not with thoſe ſpirits : cheſs 
are ſpirits everlaſtingly excluded from all commuda 
nion with Chriſt, Now whereas great wang(d 
mak you complain heayily , and mourn bitter] 
beg the Lord to make theſe things fink into you 
ſpirits, that you may be ſenfible of this great want 
of wants, that your fpirirs are without Chriftt 
and fo without God in this world; thar fo all ſordy 
row for others wants may meet and run in orig 
channell, ro bewail chis great wanc. S xls ſpeech 
to his ſeryant, I may here fitly allude' to. (omiy 
let us return (ſaid he) leaſt my Father leave c 1% 
| ring for the Aſſes, and take thought for 4. 
you that mourn for this want and that want, di 
bu fecl the want of Chriſt with your ſpirits, ye 
| would with XK quickly leave mourning fo 
rifles, and begin to mourn for things of weight\k 
| Come, O my ſoul, ceaſe mourning for father and 
| mother ; ceaſe mourning for husband and wi 
for chiidren and ſubſtance, and begin to mou 
for this that thou yer liveſt Chriltleſſe , and att 
in the ready way to die and periſh remedileſſe, Þ 
| When yon have got your hicarts to bleed inf 
wardly, under your great want, then crie mig 
tily ro the Lord, and {upply it. And ro make you k 
prayers prevalent , urge che promiſe of God, 
wherein: he hath eng2g?d himſelf to do good it [ 


Chriſt, ro them that are af.zrre off. Thy ſoul choul 
findeft farre off from Chrift , why , the promile 
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rififaith the ApoBle) of Chriſt and falyation by him 
es4isro ſuch. For the promiſe is to you and to yonr 
riflebilaren , and to all that are [afurre of.) This Pe- 
tkefter ſpake by viay of comfort, as now 1do, to 


ryfuch as felt cheir ſpicits without Chriſt, without 


hegerace and hope of glory. Chriſt you ſee is under 
nula generall promiſe , and therefore no foul ſhould 
ngfeſpair of obcaining him. He is promiſed to the 
rljjſews, and not onely tg them, bur to us Gentiles, 
ugnho ſometimes were afarre off, n5t to this Gen- 
amjtile or that, but to all that are prickt in heart for 
iftfitde want of him, For the promiſe s to you and tv 
ordyour children , and to all that are afarre off. Let 

igerery one therefore upon this ground , that feels 
ectis ſpirit prickr and wounded tor want of Chriſt, 
mitake words to himſelf, and go unto God, and 
p | 


liffind by wofull experience , that the Lord Jeſes is 
roljnot with my ſpirit, by seaſon of which I live wic- 
foqkedly to thy diſhqnour, and ſhall I know not how 
heſoon, die miſerably , to mine own eternall undo- 
nding, if chou do not ſhew mercy upon me, accord- 
feng to thy promiſe, Thou haſt ſaid that thoy 


irtfnilt beſtow Chriſt # gon and falyation upon | 


atiiem chat are afarre oft; make good thy gracious 
, Promiſe to me, whoſe ſpirir'is -farre from Chriſt, 
in-frace and all geod ; fo ſhalr thou oblige me for 
ph-[tyer unto thee, and I ſhall cell of thy goodnefle as 
zrſbng as I live. 

dj, Having thus ſpoken what T thought fit, to ſuch 
inf find by what was formerly delivered , that 
ouſChriſt is not with their ſpirirs; I ſhall in the next 


iſlace ſpeak unto you, that by what was formerly 
ich delivered 
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O God, my ſoul js a poore Chtiſtleſſe ſoul, I 
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delivered , find that Chriſt 1s with your ſpirits, 


way of conſolation I haye to deliver unto you, 
Three things by way of counſell I would com- 
mend unto you:thankfully acknowledge this great 
favour, carefully preſerve it, and induftriouſly la- 
bour to augment it, 

Firſt,thankfully acknowledge this great favour, | 
It is a pearl of great price, *that God hath caſt in- 
to thy boſome, to give Chriſt to be with thy (pi- 
rit : and for great fayours,every one will acknow- 
ledge ic very ficand juſt, that they ſhould be 
cthankfull, Ir is a jewel chat Chriſt ſcarce gives 
to one of ten thouſand : and for rare gifts,cvery 


, 


I Ione 
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their father the Divel > Why, thou wouldeſt have 
| been ſach an one , had not God given Chriſt to 
| be with thy ſpirit. Doeſt chou not ſee ſome drun- 
kards, ſome whoremaſters, fome murderers, ſome 


| have been ſuch an one,if God had not given Chriſt 
to be with thy ſpirit. Doeſt thou not ſee ſome 
|| make a god of their belly , ſome make a god of 
their wealth , ſome proud, ſome mad, ſome put» 
.ting farre from them the evil day, living as if they 
ſhould never dye? Why, thou wouldeſt haye been 
ſuch ari one,had not God given Chriſt co be with 


es > Why, amongft che number of theſe wouldelt 
thou have been, had nor God given Chriſt co be 


all 


Something by way of counſcll, and ſomething by | 


one will readily confeſſe it to be great ingratitude, || 
not thankfully ro acknowledge them. Doeſt thou] 
' not hear ſome ſwear , ſome curſe, ſome lie, like|| 


perſecttrours of the Saints > Why, thou wouldeſt || 


thy ſpiric. Doeſt thou not ſee ſome Nabals, ſome|' 
Tezabels, ſome Cains,ſome Demas's ome Judas-!. 


— 


with chy ſpicic, Wherefore, maguifie the Lord with] 
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Its, 
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|thow watt ſerving divers Infts : how the God of | 
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||oftheſe things and hovv the Lord mighr juſtly 


ive Chriſt ro dwell with ſuch a bloudy blaſphe- 
[ming ſpirit, as he had. In this way let us goe to 


[done very much, and made a manifeft change 1n | 


{meaſure hnmhle ; of very patſinnate in {ome mea- 
{ure parient ; of very mali -ious, in ſome meaſure 
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all hy raight, and lt all thar is within chee praiſe 
his holy Name. Thinke bur how it was with thee, 
when thy ſpirit was without Chrilt. Hoy fools 


this world which rules mightily in the children of 
difobedience;did rule mightily in thee. How yreak 
thy ſpiric was, andeaſily overcome an carried } 
captive of every luſt, How drunken thy ſpirit was | 
and reel'd from one opinion to another ; one day 
thou thoughr'it thus and rhus, and anorher day 
thou thought' quite contrary. T {ay,do but think 


have left thee (till,to have gone on thus, untill thou 
had{l periſhed, as hee hath done many thouſands, 
and then be unthanktull for the communion of 
Chriſt with thy fpirit , if thoucanit. It was this 
conſideration that ſet Paw! a wondering at the 
900dnefſſe ofthe Lord. 1 wat a blaſphemer, a perſe- 
tutexr, &'c. vet I obtarned mercy. Hee cirum- 
flexes this terme [ 7 ] yer\ [ | obtained mercy, Fc. 
It was wonderfull in his eye, that God ſhould 


work, to raile our dull ipirits, to magnifie the free 
goodnefſe of the Lord: for tis a work of all works, 
that God loves : I was a man of a very proud, | 
paſſionate, malicious. un-leane ſpirit ; and yer T 
obrained mercy.God hath given Chrill ro be wir! 

this depraved ipirit , and in a litrle rime hee harh | 


my ſpiric : of very proud, he harh made ir in lone 


loving ; of very uncl-ane, in ſome meature con- 
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tinent. O ! the rich ofhis loye how #nſearchable i; 
his mercy. and hu leve pait ſinding out? 


Cunrs?'s C anmmienion with | 


Secondly, as I would have you thanktully ac. | 


carcfully }abour to preſerye ic. You find that you 
have Chriſt with your ſpirits,take heed you do not 
loſe him. Thou wert better loſe rhy life, than loſe 
" ſpeciall preſence of Chrifl with thy jpirit. 'Tis 
rime and principal vleflng as thou hait heard; 
x, 047 08 of more than this world ; nay, ot more 
oth than thy joule , which Chrilt valucs a- 
bovethe worli. Now choyce things, Wee are u- 
lually rexy caretull-ot , and keepe them choycely. 
Chrill cotally ( 1 know) canno man loſe;, which 
hath him after a {peciall manner preſent with his 
ſpirix : but according to ſome prime and principall 
operations, he may : according to orhers, very 
farre though-nat ratally. A man may loſe the Pre- 
ſence of Chrill with his {pirir totally , «s a Com- 
forter. The Comforter whith ſhould relceve my 
faule, is far from me faxth Jeremiah Lam. 1.16. in 
che perſon of the aff{ited Church, 'Tix probable e- 
nough, that Davids {pirirwas thus ({-1pt of Chill 
by his dolorous complaints, which frec uently we 
read of. /s has mercy cleans Fore for ever ? doth bus 
promiſe fatle for ewermore ? Farh God forgottento 
be gracious ? bath bee in anger (hit "] hes tender 
mercies? Will the Lord caſt «ff 'or ever ? and will tt 
be favourable vo more ? Pial 77.7.8 9. Some car- 
 riages 1n Chriſtians towards Chriſt make Chcoll 
corally alrer his carrizge towards them. ; though 
for his Promile fake , hee will never totally re- 
more himſelte from them. 


Arictly 


As when Chriſtians doe nor keep rheir watch 


knowledge this great favour, {o I would have you| | 


A. 
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his Chnrch Militant. | WH} 
| || Arictly againſt fin, in all the occaſions of it ; then | 
Chriſt , 1n flead of being a Comforter, becomes a S; 
|convincer ; and in ſtead of ſpeaking {weet things, | 
he ſpeaks very bitter untothe ſoule. This was the 
caſe of David and Perer. Or when Chriſtians are 
areleſle, and {lu2giih , to maintain and encreaſe 
| | [their fveet communion with Chrift unyeelding to 
[the ſiveer motions of the {piritof Chrill, and tur- 
ning ot times the deafe eare againlt the flill royce 
behind them, which faith, rh is the way walke in 
it. There Chritlt drawes a curtaine betweene the 
ſpirit of man and nimſelfe. and leaves the ſpirit of 
[man in the dark, and full of teares. This is notably | 
| |illattrared by that language of rhe Spoule, Fr x the 
| vane of my Beloved that knocketh, ſaying ; Oren to 
 |[mee, my Siſter, wy Love, my Dove my undefiled : 
\ | for my head 15 filled with dew, and my locks with the 
| | drops of the night. The Church was convinced of 
11 |this, that it was her Beloved ſeeking neerer com- 
[union with her , and yer obſerve how ſhe re- 
 [plyes. [ have prt off my coat , how ſhall I put it on? 
l have waſhed mv feet. how ſhall I defile thens; [ ope- 
| [ned to my beloved, but my Reloved had withdrawne 
himſelfe and was gone,my ſoule fa-led when he ſpake; 
I freght him,but [ could not find him : | called him, 
| but he gave me no auſwer : Cant 5. You that find 
the preſence of Chrilt with your ſpirits, asa Com- 
|i|forter, make Chritlian uſe of what T have ſaid. 
| that you may ilill enjoy ſo great a mercy. And if} 
| you loſe the Lord Jeſus Chrilt , as a Comtorterto 
your ſpirits, miſerable comforters will all other 
[things prove unto you. You willmourne, and | | 
none will be ableto comfort you , if Chult as a 
| Comforter forſake your ſpirits, | 
G 2 Secondly, *_ 
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Secondly, as a leader.a man may be very far ol | 
the communion of Chriſt with his ſpirit. As ita 
Chriftian take liberty ro fin againſt chat light, 

which Chriſt hath ſetup in his ſpirit ; this will| | 

make Chrilt firſt or laſt ( if not timely lokt un-| 

to ) leavea man to his owne underſlanding , to 

flecre his ccurſe ; and rhen will ſuch a man de- 

clare himſelfe quickly, to be a foole and a beaſt, in 
many pcints .as David ſaith, Have you not ſeene | 
Chrittians of great light erre in judgement, and| | 

erre in practice ? Whence comes this weakneſle, 
but from hence , that Chriſt as a leader (tands a- | 
loofe trom their ſpirits ? which is a plaine demon-' 

{{raticnrhat a manmay ble the prelence Chrill || 

with his ſpirit, ana leader. David ( I beleeve) | 
found rhe truth of this, as well as of the tormer, by 

wofull experience. A man may colle&t ſo much 

cleerly. from his own words. CaFt we not away 

from thy preſence , and take rot thy holy ſtirit from 
mee : Pal. 5. 11. The {prrit of God is theretore | | 

called by Davida holy Spirit, becauſe holy in him-} | 

ſelte ( the Spirit of the holy God . as hee faidro 

- | Daxie! ) but principally heere. as I conceive, Ab, / 
efficio : becauſe the worker of holinefle in us, Da- 
vid doubtlefle by his fall , found an exceeding 
weakneſle in his Spirit, unto all good cver what 
| formerly hee did, and frong propenſ:tie again to| | 
erre;as every act offin leaves leed andſpawn upon 
che ſpirit, to bring forth more , to cocer the firſt, 
| orto commir the Iikeagaine. But more then ell] | 
this; hee found Chriſt to (and aloofe from his ip1- 
rit ; nor exerciſing rhar ſpeciall dominion in his || 
{ ſpirit. as before, for the jubJaing of laft. and fug- 
ceſling of hely motions and deſires ; bur leaving f 
him | 
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| him as it were to himſelfe. as one with whom hee 


would have no more to dy. And theretore doth 
D avid (o dojetully'complaine , CafF mee rot away 


mee : you ther-fore whici: inde Chriſt with your 
ſpirits, as a tender leader, take heed of linning a- 
oaln(t any part of that iight , which he ſets up in 
'your underiandings . or agaiilt any motions of 
his ſpirit, which he tuggetts unto you ; leſt he leave 


{ | you ro your owne h oht and ro your own frength: 


and then wiil yon runfrom leſſe {ins to grearer, 
from one ſinne to another, like David and Peter, 
to the ſcandalizing ofthe Goipel , and the deipe- 


| rare wounding of your own fouls. 


The third and laſl thing that I would commend 
unto you , by way of counlell. is-thts : Jabour to 
augment this great favour. You find Chriſt with 
your ſpirits , labour induftriouſly , £o have Chriſt 
| more and more with your {pirits. *T1s a prime 
and principall bleſſing as you have heard, tohave 
Chriſt with your ſpirits ; therefore labour to ger 


| as much of this tavour and happineſle as poſſibly 


you can. Thov haſt Chriit withthy ſpirit as a 


reacher ; why thou maiſt have him yer more inti- 
mare with thee, and open unto thee, in imparting 
divine myſteries , if thou fo/ow on ts know, as the 
Propher {peaks,it thou humbly torger,and looke 0- 
ver all thou haſt , and preſle hard atrer more : the 
things thon knewelt not , Chrifl will teach rhy 
| ſpirit , morning by morning, as by the learned 
| Chrift harh ranght thy ſpirit many trurhs, why, he 
Will /ead thy ſpirit into all truth , itthgn urge hus 
promiſe and belecve. He will þ8 ghee with the 


| knowledge of his will in all wiſdewe and ſpiritual; 
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| pare ver ra "If chou pray tor it as Pax! did for for 
l, | the C olefſians. - IEPA 
| Thou findeſt Chrift with thy ſpirit as aComfor. | '|\ 
'|ter; why thou mailt have yet much more conſola- | ||t 
| tion from him; it thou ſtudy ro be more pliable ro | | | 
him: Thou hafl Chritt dillilling drops ot conſola- | | |: 
tion.into thy ſpirit.now and then ; w hy thou maift | | | 
have Chrilt powring in flagons of love into thy | » | 
foule, filling thee with joy unſpeakable and tull of | | 
olory. ifthou bring thy ſpirit ro be more lowly and 
| meek ; for {uch "find molt ref# to their ſoules : 
ifthou carefully keepe comming to C hrifh ftill in 
every prefſure of ſpirit ; for ſuch find moll eaſe : 
| that is renewing fairh (till, as thou renewell thy 
| ſinnes. 
| | -Thoufinde(t Chriſt with thy ſpirit, as a cuuck- | | 
ner and ſtrengrhner to duty ; why chou mailt find | | 
hum yer more - mighty with thy ſpirit this way . if 
thou powre out thy ipirit often with David for} ' 
quickning grace ; and if thou more deny, thine | | 
owne {irc north , and :aſt rhy {elfe more upon hus. | - 
Could we but attaine Pals height in ſelf-deniall, 
to be nothing in our {elves ( though [ ans nothing 
faith he ) we ſhould find Chritl gioriouſly preſent | | 
flill with our ſpirits, and be more conflant in zeal | - , 
| and firengrh roevery good worke. then we are, I | | 
conclude this thus , be to tractable ro Chrift , thar 61 
thou maiſt with Mary win upon Chriſt fill 3 end| 
think that thou can{{ never be neer enough to hum | |, 
nor intimate enongh with him;and this is the rea- | | 
dy way, to have a heaven upon earth:for the more 
wee get Chrift to be with our ſpirits, the more 
truly may we he ſaid to be in heaven. 
The hftrhing that 1 have wo fayro you, that & | | 
| fin de | 
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|tne Propher ſpeakes ; thou ſhalt be patient in 


[then tnou {bale (lar. e it thy life may be more to 
[his glory, then thy death. 


| [mid of all troubles and feares. Chrift rhat is with 
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rion. Here is comfort for you. agamfi famine. 
When thy body wants food, Chrill rhar is with 
thy ſpirit, will give that meat to ear; which the 
wo-t{ knowes not of ; 1o that when orhers repine, 
and txrſe God and their King in their extrermity,as 


1 


Prayer tohim who can commandRavens to bring 
thee bread andftelſh to feed on ; and wiil rather 


Here's comfert for you 2gainfl the ſword. In the 


thy ſpirit will bear thee up admirably. What is 
the f2ce of an enemy toterrifie ; if Chrift be with | 


 |thy ſpirit. What 15 the ipoyling of thy goods? nay. | 
; |what1s rhe ſpoyling of thy body ? if Chrifl be with 


thy ſoule. A meunt2ine of miſery , 1s but as a 
Mole-hill if Chri'l ſupport thy ſpirit. To think of 
the Swordiis a naked reference to leſhand blood. 


fcare the Lord think of ir in reference to Chrill 
that is with our ſpirits , and then wee ſhall not be 
troubled though we heare of warres and rumours 
of warres, no more then at the rumours of any 0-! 
ther calamity. 

Here 15s comtort, for you-agamt the Plague. 
which 1s here andrh1ere ſcarrered in the kinsJome. 

What is any diteaſe to the body. if Chrilt be with 
thy foule ? *.; the ontward man decayeth, che in- 


is with«lv {pir'2. When thy body is full ofpaine. 
thy {outs | "I! be foll of comfort becauſe Chrilt 15 | 


find Chriit with your ſpirits, 1s matrer:of con©- | 


and ſo nothin? 15 more terrible : bur let us that} 


ward wan ih jj ce renewed dily. becauſe Chritl | 


wich) lpirit. When thy body is ſealed with | 
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ſpors of death. thy ſoul ſhall be ſealed with the ho- 
ly Ghoft unto eternall life . hecauſe Chrill is with 
thy ſpirit. The Plague cf the body is nothing if 
this plague of plagues be not upon the ſpirit, to 
wit. dettiture of Chrift, 

Here 1s comfort for you againſt Perſecution, 
When men frowne upon thee without, Chrifl w'. 
{mile upon thy {pirit within ; when men lade the 
outward wan with reproaches , Chrill will fill 
thy inward man with comforts : when men ſhut 
up thy body from the communion of Saints,Chril? 
will give thy {pirit a harge freedome ofcommun! 
on with himſelf When men flrike thy body, 
Chrifl wiil ftroke thy ſoule : when men kill thy 
body. Chrift will fave thy ſoule. In a word, as 
the affiic&tions of Chritt abound in thy body, ſo the 
conſo'ations of Chritt ſhall abound in thy ſoule, 
becauſe Chriſt i5 with thy ſpirit. Name any mi- 
ſery that 1s inc1Jent to man and here's comtorr ro 
be ſnckr our of this point, to oppoſe unto it. Fi- 
nally in lite, in death, and eternally 2fter death, 
Chriſt ther is with thy ſpirit will be gaine un- 
to thee. Thy life hee will make comfortable ; 
thy dearth hope!'ull ; thy being after death erernal- 
ly joyfull. Wherefore I will conclude my Sermon 
for the g004 of you, as Saint Pawl doth his Epi- 
{ ile for the 00d of 7 :.vorby, The Lord Jeſu Chrift 
be jonr ſpirits. 
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